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AN EPIC SAGA OF
SURVIVAL IN THE AIR
WAR OVER GERMANY

To Kingdom Come: An Epic Saga of Survival in the Air War Over Germany
By Robert J. Mrazek (published March 2011)

The 306thdés own Martin AAndyo Andr
at Thurleigh is featured in this book, along with Generals Hap Arnold and Ira E
and a few others from nearby bomb groups who participated in the Stuttgart mi
on September 6, 1943. The author weaves a fascinating story that reads almo
a novel, griping and filled with drama. | highly recommend this new book to any!
who is interested in the Eighth Air Force and the 306th Bomb Group in World
II. You will learn a great deal about the forces at work that surrounded the 33’
during those first years of war in

ladr on

A recent review of the book by Military Book Club is being circulated in seve}
places, and it gives a good overview of the book:

On September 6, 1943, three hundred and tiaight B17 "Flying Fortresses”
of the American Eighth Air Force took off from England, bound for Stuttgart,
many. It was the largest force ever assembled against a single target in the war®
20-mile-long armada of Fortresses was on a mission to bomb Nazi weapons f§"
ries at Stuttgart. Another force ofB} bombers was tasked with flying diversional
raids across the North Sea and Holland in order to draw the Luftwaffe figh
squadrons away ‘

The aerial bombing mission resulted in a staggering defeat of U.S. Army| .
Forces. Not one of the Fortresses was able to locate its target. In To Kingdom ¢ =
Robert Mrazek presents a riveting account of the mission historians have labe|'

ROBERT J. MRAZEK QEOK

AUTHOR OF A DAWN LIKE THUNDER

Aifiascoo and a Adisaster. o A Navy v
draws from a rich source of material, including declassified documents, confidey;
diaries, internal memos from top commanders and gripping-figsson accounts fg
from B-17 airmen to recreate the ilifated air battle.
The man who propelled the mission
was one of the first pilots to become a qualified army aviator in the newly for
branch of military aviation. Taught to fly by the Wright Brothers, Arnold wag
staunch advocate for the expansion of the Air Force. In England, he slowly bui
the Eighth Air Force, against the ongoing opposition of Winston Churchill and oth-
ers. Arnold maintained that the division could bring Germany to its knees and quas 1 "
s abilty to wage war g Germany “=Another Starzynskl Generation
Such confidence was | ar gel senginemhegwyyB e g
17 bomber. With a crew of 10, the plane bristled with Browning .50 caliber machlndTak EH:S piace |n t%e Alr #Orce
guns. Arnold believed that the Flying Fortresses could protect themselves by flying
in tight formations that gave the machine gunners inside each plane interlocking On June 17, 1944 Bob Starzynski was thinking about the fithigimmedi-
fields of fire. The British did not share his optimism. They argued that conductmgte future as His plane was going down. As the tail gunner on the Virgil W.
daylight bombing raids against heavily defended German military targets WIthOLI-_t) ingman crew, Starzynski did not have much time to worry. He had to get on
Iongtrapge flghte_r escort would lead to crushing losses. In the end, they were ”gfihe ground and try to avoid being captured. He did. Starzynski evaded capture
During the mission, dense clouds obscured the targets and one command%{rﬁj eventually made it back to England. During the war, he served in the 367th
critical decision to circle three times over the city and its deadly flak proved d'saSBomb Squadron at Thurleigh. After the war he raised a family and just a few
f[rous Fortyfive plangs yvent down that day and hu_ndreds of men were lost or mi /eeks ago, Bob was on hand to watch his ggeatddaughter graduate from
INg. The Stutigart mission would becqme a defining mo_me_nt in the conduct. of Ssic Military Training at Lackland AFB, Texas, beginning another chapter in
aerial warfare over Germany. Revealing both the astonishing valor of the airm he Starzynski family service to our na
who survived being shot down, and the tragic fate of those who did not, To Kingdom ilndescribable and a
Come i_s a sti_rring testament to the courage and sacrifice of American flyers in *~~ Bob remarked, after he watched Airman
face of incredible odds. - Jessica L. Kirstein march by in the
graduation parade.
career will see her in the air, just like
her greaigrandfather. She is now on
her way through advanced training and
will serve with an inflight refueling
unit, helping to keep the war birds fly-
ing and on mission. The Starzynski
chapter began over six decades ago
when the world was threatened by ty-
rants who were determined to destroy
democracy. Now the next chapter is
under way. Under Jessi
too will serve our nation and work to
keep us safe from tyrants and terrorists
who threaten our way of life. All of us
in the 306th Bomb Group Association
family are proud of Jessica and send her
out a message we | | done and (
Speed!

Photo by Susan OKonski Photo by Susan OKonski 306th BG Historical Collection
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There were some fringe benefits for being
Hurl N. Millikin, a 368th BS

wounded.

The secretary has learned of the following
deaths:

crewman, was wounded on the Frankfort

mission on 29 January 1944. Hurl seems to

be feeling no pain.
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Please send obits as soon as possiblg F) r e S I
after the death, to secretary (see contagt
information at left on this page below).

Obituaries

Corner

Bentley, Robert K, 423rd waist gunner Greetings,

N\l
(William Morgan crew), died 1 Jan 2011 iy . A .
Long Beach, CA, at 93. He had remained|a With the dwindling number of those who served in the 306th,

cheerful, steady presence at home desite! Want to encourage everyone, veterans and family, to join us at
suffering from Al zh ¢ ithaéugan infOgtpber; Yisiting the Air and Space Museum and
flew 35 B-17 missions, keeping a notebook theMidwaywill provide an opportunity to see how things have
listing each mission, including each mig- changed and how different aviation was in the Navy. See page
sionds pilot. After| 7WoNelnion details. warge yalitoagettyeud reservation form tp

from the reserves and served in the Korefan our treasurer, Joel LaBo’ as soon as you can.
War, with much of the time in Japan. Aftef

retiring from 39 years at the Ford Motof Beyond that, and more importantly, we will all appreciate
plants in southern CA, he enjoyed some gojf, bei y ' P Y bp

ng with others who are fortunate enough to have been part of
and travel to Alaska, Ireland, and Las Vegas. the 306th famil d who sh |
Survived by wife of 63 years, Eileen, 44, e amily and who share our legacy.

1gs.
Coleman, James Ray3 68t h pilfpt of 6Top W?ltR‘?;ettt
Hat, o6 died 9 Jun 10|lin Big Spring. TX. at g9, '"residen

Downed near Charleville, France, 25 Feb 44 on his 11th mission (to Augsburg), his entire crew survived; POW at Stalag 3.
Postwar, he farmed near Friona, TX; worked for Piaax in Amarillo; and moved to Phoenix, AZ in 72 where he was a
realtor until retiring in the 90s. He was active in Midway Baptist Church. Survived by wife of 32 years, Marilyn, 3s, 3gs,
2ggc.

Irons, Ben G,.423rd bombardier (Stephen Peck crew), died 27 Dec 10 in Santa Cruz, CA, at 92. Shot down on his 8th
mi ssion on 0Pec kK3 (KseldGeBnany)s BOW2a8 Stalag 3, then Stalag fte survived the forced
evacuation from Sagan, Ger many ahead of the advancing R
Germany. Ben had enlisted in the US Army in 38 before being transferred to the Army Air Corps. Before retiring in 58, he
rose from private to major with his final years as-d Bnavigator in the Strategic Air Command. He married in 60 and in

62 graduated Summa Cum Laude from East Carolina U. He retired in 86 from 24 years with the Social Security Admini-
stration. They traveled widely both abroad and in the US. He was a member of First Congregational Church of Santa Cruz,
Soquel (50 yrs), Elk, and SIRS. Survived by wife of 50 years, Mary Ellen, 3s, 5gc.

Larsen, Henry S, Staff Sgt of Co C, 573rd Signals Aircraft Warning Battalion, 12 Mar 10 in Somerville, NJ at 91. Post
war, he received his Bachelors in Accounting & Finance from Rutgers Univ. He retired from Wilson Products Corp
(division of Dart Industries) as Plant Manager in 79. He was extremely active with North Branch Reformed Church, serv-
ing on the Consistory and many committees. / He and his wife of 64 yrs, Grace, enjoyed traveling. He rests in Rural Hill
Cemetery, Whitehouse, NJ.

Oof ford, Dur wo36dh tafl guangredied F-Jan 11 in the Panhandle of Texas, at 89, after his recent diagnosis
of pancreatic cancer. He flew 50 missions in two consecutive tours between Nov 43 and Jan 45, with 30 days of rest leave
in the US between. During that leave, he met Jolene, whom he married Mar 45; their 45 year marriage ended with her
death to cancer in Apr 90. Pasgtr he retired in 82 after 37 years managing farm equipment stores for International Har-
vester in TX; afterward he worked 17 years in trucking. He and Elizabeth married in 91.He actively enjoyed friends, golf,
travel, and serving Round Rock Christian Church. Predeceased by 1s, 1gd,he is survived by wife Elizabeth, 3s, 1d, 13gc,
2ggc, 3stepc, 8stepgc, 3stepggc.

Orr, Clifford Davis, 423rd bombardier (Henry Wills crew), died 27 Aug 10, in southern CA at 92. He arrived Thurleigh

31 Jan 45. His wife, Seay, died in Jun 00, at 88. No further info.

Strasburger, Richard C, of Scranton, PA died 20 May 10 at 93. While with the 306th he was assigned to the 4th Station
Complement; he went on to serve elsewhere in England with the 322nd Sq of the 452nd Bomb Group. He was a retired
employee of Marywood University, and a member of St Mary of the Assumption Church and the Daleville VFW. He was
predeceased by his wife of 60 years, Marie, in March 08, and by 1s. Survived by 1s.

Tuohey, Carl W, 367th bombardier (John K McAllister crew) of Medina, NY, died 23 Dec 09 at 85.

Obituaries: 306" Family

Burgett, Louise,di ed 3 Oct 10 in Tarrant Co, TX at 89. She was ¢
retired teacher. She was widow of Quentin, (367th pilot and POW, who d.Nov 2006. She was also preceded in death by
1s. Survived by 4c, 8gc, 9ggc.

Knowlton, Nelda, died 17 Sep 10 in Harmony, MN at 85. She was widow of Jerry (369flatp Sandini crew), who

died in Aug 97. Survived by 3c, 9 gc, 15 ggc.

Larson, Marion, died 22 Oct 09 in Manhattan, KS. She was wife of Dr. Vernon C. Larson (423rd navigator, Joseph R
Clark crew). From 59 to 62, their family was in Beirut, Lebanon, where Vernon was Assistant Dean of Agriculture at Univ
of Beirut. They later spent 3 yrs in Nigeria and 3 yrs in India as Vernon served as Director of the USAID programs. From
their permanent home in Manhattan, KS, they spent summers at their cottage in Interlochen, Ml, near her extended family,
and a wonderful place for reunion with children and grandchildren. She was preceded in death by an infant son and a
granddaughter. Survived by Vernon, her husband of 63 yrs, 3c, 8gc.

Ryder, Donna, died 6 Oct 10 in St Joseph, MO at 89, three weeks after the death of her husband Harvey B Ryder, 369th
pilot.

Standish, Veronica R,of Georgia, died 18 Oct 10, at 94. She was widow of William, 367th waist gunner (George Buckey
crew) in original group, who died in Oct 97. Buried at Calverton National Cemetery. Survived by 2c, 9gc, 17ggc.

42 . . . .

fort may be remitted to the treasurer.

20102011 Student Interns:

Chase BrazellRussell Strong Intern)
Ellyn Craigie (Peg Haapa Intern)
Trenton DietzThurman Shuller Intern)
Emi Johnsor{Judge Donald Ross Intern)

The 306th Bomb Group Historical Association iSe

a Federally taxexempt organization and as a
veterands group is ¢c

Gustafson, Ragnar Eugend367" navigator, Joseph W Pederson crew when downed) , died 10 May 04 at 83 in Plano,
TX. When downed 17 Jun 44 (Noyen mission) he became an evadee. No further info.

Laughlin, James H, Jr (368" bombardier, Charles M Bayless crew when downed), died 15 Aug 03 in Sunset Beach, NC,

at 82. Their BL7 was downed 25 Feb 44 (Augsburg mission); he was held at Stalag 1. No further info.

Nelson, Noris G(367" Sq pilot & copilot, Shelby Scott crew) died 6 Aug 03 in Odessa, TX, at 79. He flew 16 combat
missions in 4445. Postwar he was involved in the family business. He flew often and enjoyed creating detailed, delicate
model planes from strips of balsa wood and fine cheese cloth. Wife Frances predeceased him. Survived by at least 1c, gc,
ggc.

Hoser, Harry W, Sr (369th tail gunner, Keith Conley & Roy Vinnedge crews) of Fox Chase, PA, died 28 Jun 03, at 81.
Wlf? llz_nglyé dleé:i é]ung%. lSurENezj E)y95)c,.12 gc.

| assi

Obituaries Continued on Page 3
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Obituaries Not Recent; Not Previously Publiséetiontinued from Page 2

Hoots, Harold G (368" Sq) died 27 Apr 03 at home in Springfield, MO, at 77. He also served in Korea and Vietnam. Wife Frances may havkisymivether

info.

Wallace, George W(368 engineer, Charles M Bayless crew when downed), died 7 Feb 03 in Austin, TX, at 80. POW 25 Feb 44 (Augsburg midsigr). alNg fur-

ther info.

Gailey, Alfred C (4" Station Complement) died 12 Jan 03 in Sandy, UT, at 84. He retired from the USAF as Major. He worked in Salt Lake ChysBitiddffice

over building maintenance, retiring in 89. He served on the Sandy City Historical Museum Committee. Wife of 47 yeadieWéldsyg 93.

Landrum, Julius (369" bombardier, Richard Adams crew) died 1 Jan 03 in Fort Worth, TX, at 85. He was an original member df 8,306 was POW from the
Groupbdbs third mission, 8 Nov 42 (Lille), at Stal ag WhdrancdiGp. Psedeceasedby wife Joice ine a .
Jun 91. Survived by 3c, 5gc.

Nagy, Thomas A(3423% waist gunner, James S Opdyke crew) died 30 Dec 02 in Perryopolis, PA, at 81. Wife Phyllis E died Sep 09; no other info.

lafrate, R(@69"z4il & bafi-tRreetygonner, crews of Ryder & Robert E Woods) died 11 Dec 02 at 76, in Greenville, Rl. He was a renownearpkater sh

for hockey teams. His wife Mary, who died Jun 10, worked with Smithfield School Dept. Both volunteered at church in awtigscapd attended 30@GA reun-

ions. Survived by 2c, 3gc, 3ggc.

Allred, Clarence M (367" ball turret gunner, William Wear crew) died 8 Oct 02 in Salt Lake City, UT, at 83. His crew arrived Thurleigh 13 Janidss mwisginued to

VE Day. Postwar he drove trucks, delivering goods throughout the Uinta Basin. His wife of 64 years, Florence died in éana@0sutvived by 3s, 2gc, 5ggc.
Powers, Wallace R367"e ngi neer , Vi rgi | Dingmandéds crew when downed 17 Jun 44 PGWBkesi on t
was held at Stalag 4. No further info.

Simpson, Kenneth D(369" waist gunner, Robert Schoch crew; Barney Price crew when downed) died 18 Mar 02 at 80, in South Dartmouth, MA. HeTawived at

leigh in late 43, and was POW from 26 Mar 44 (Pas de Calais mission) at Stalag 1. Presumably survived by at least &d,hivhdaadechoes in Jan 01 after he had a
stroke. No further info.

Graham, Andrew L, Jr (423° bombardier, Loyal Felts crew when downed) died 5 Mar 02 at 81, in Pulaski, VA. He was POW from 9 Nov 42 (St Nazaireamission)
Stalag 7A. He worked with Appalachian Power for 37 years; served as Pulaski Town Councilman 23 years, and Mayor oy€aaskirvived by wife Elrica; 2c,

49gc, 3ggc

Mocharnuk, William (367-368-369" deputy lead navigator (38Mattson crew when downed) died 26 Feb 02 in Claremont, CA at 84. He was POW at Stalag 1 from
their downing 10 Jan 45 (Gymnich mission). Peat he graduated from Wharton School of Business, and moved to CA, where heeabsstate broker and taught

real estate at Chaffey College. Survived by Mary, wife of 51 years, 5c, 7gc.

Robbins, Judson J(367" waist gunner Ralph Malsom crew) died7 Jan 02 in Trenton, NJ, at 85. As of our 06 Directory he was unmarried; no swrvivor inf

Whitaker, Herbert R (369" nose & tail gunner, Jack Henley crew) died 7 Oct 01 in Sarasota, FL, at 77. He was a German POW from 14 Feb 45 (Dresgéismissi

POW photo (identifiable only by his Serial #), was found by a researcher at the National Archives fof'ancBid@s. Wife Suzanne survived; no further info.

Reynolds, Wilbert L (1208" QuarterMaster Co) died 30 Aug 01 in Springfield, MO, at 83. Survived by wife Nellie; no further info.

Hamilton, Jack M (369" navigator, Alvin Schuering crew) of Hamburg Township, MI, died 12 Aug 01, at 80. He arrived at Thurleigh 1 Dec 43, aDiMf@sTP29

Mar 44 (Brunswick mission) at Stalag 1. RPestr, he worked for General Motors for 30 years, retiring in 85. Predeceased:pyavdurvivor info.

Rosser, Donald L(876" Chemical Company) died 11 Aug 01 in Salt Lake City, UT, at 81. Predeceased in 68 by young teen son of pneumonia9dbg Beitha

Ann, wife of 46 years. They had 6¢. No further info.

Shipman, Frank W, Jr (367" navigator, John K McAllister crew) died 6 Apr 01 at 77.

McClellan, Harry A (control tower) died 26 Jan 01 in Virginia Beach, VA, at 77. No further info.

Crowl, Clarence J(368" pilot & co-pilot, checking out Charles M Bayless as a first pilot when downed), died 8 Dec 00 in Titusville, FL, ne&tdith84y.. Their B

17 was downed 25 Feb 44 (Augsburg mission); he was held at Stalag 1. During the Korean Conflict, He28ewNB further info

Sheridan, JohnA( r adi o operator; Virgil Dingmanés crew when downed) diogdmisidn)atul 00
an unspecified camp. No further info.

Prescott, Harold L (367 pilot and cepilot, Milton M Adam crew) of Lapeer, MI, died 6 Feb 00, at 78. His tour at Thurleigh was 7 Jun 44 td4. Q¢b postwvar info

was found. Survived by Eileen, wife of 56 years, who died Oct 08. She was survived by their 2d, 4gc, 2ggc.

Downing, Bobby Joe(423 waist gunner, Dean C Rodman crew when downed) died 17 Sep 99 in Ardmore, OK at 78. He was POW from 8 Oct 43 (Bremeh mission)
Stalag 3. He retired as-@wner and operator of Sprekelmeyer Printing Co. He was president of Kiwanis; a city commissionartrendoard of education. Predeceased

by 1s. He & wife of 56 years, Janice, were both very active in church & community. She died Dec 07; survived by-Bs|&witsgc, 3ggd.

Owen, Charles R(369" waist gunner, Keith Conley crew when downed) died 9 Sep 99 in Ontario County, NY, at 76. He was a POW of Germany fr@r{i2i@lJul

mission). Wife Purla died Sep 02 in Medina, NY. No further info.

Christian, William C (368" tail gunner, Charles M Bayless crew when downed), died 17 Jun 99 in Kansas, at 75.-Theia8downed 25 Feb 44 (Augsburgm

sion); he was held at Stalag 4. No further info.

Feigum, James A(368" radio operator, James H Butler crew) died 17 Aug 98 in Fargo, ND, at 76. Wife Virginia died Dec 08. No further info.

McTague, Harry D (368" bombardiemavigator, Gordon Dobbs crew) died 7 Jun 98 in American Fork, UT, at 76. He retired froyn caBéer as a supeésor for Ge-

neva Steel. Survived by wife of 54 years, Betty, twin d, 6gc, 15ggc as of Jul 10.

Romanel |l i, P a368tugariner, JdmesaH Batlerdcrew) native of Delaware Co, PA, died there 30 Apr 98 at 79.

Huebotter, Richard C (368"wai st gunner , Dean C Allen crew) and POW, of Placenti@g 0C26 di
Aug 44 (Gelsenkirchen mission); held at Stalag 4. After the war, his career was in banking; he retired Jan 86 as Vidws @p&acturity Pacific National Bank. Sur-

vived by his wife of 50 years, Elizabeth, 2d, 2gc. Buried at Loma Vista Memorial Park, Fullerton, CA.

Frazee, Malcolm C(423¢ pilot and cepilot, Ferman "Jack" L Millette Jr crew) died 21 Jan 97 at Valley Center, San Diego County, CA at 73. He &lifiwetegh 30

Apr 44; by Jul 44 he had taken over the crew of Ellis Porter; he completed his tour 3 Sep 44. After also serving in Koet@aamche retired as Colonel. Wife Evelyn

died Feb 95. No survivor info.

Wenrich, Paul R (368" radio operator, Albert Rehn crew), originally from PA, died 30 Nov 96 in Orange Co, CA, at 75. Combat injuries of misdafarMar 44
(Berlin mission) resulted in his | ater discharge. Hi s wife Marion died Oct
Vader, Richard H (367" ball turret gunner, William Bisson crew) died 18 Apr 96 in Newberry, FL, at 76. He was POW from 14 Oct 43 (second Scimigsidnjtat

Stalag 17B. No further info.

Pagano, Joseph J369" waist gunner, Kurt Ahlstrom crew when downed), of Queens, NY, died 26 Dec 95 at 75. On 11 Apr 44 (Stettin mission), hefiias paew
survivingtheirB1 76 s expl osi on; he was POW at Stalag 178B. No further info.

Hawkins, Russell O, Jr(423° waist gunner; L O Parks crew when their crippled Blanded in Sweden) died 28 Nov 95 in Yakima, WA, at 70. He was intgrned

Sweden on 18 Jul 44. No further info.

Carroll, Charles M (306" Military Police officer, 982 died 10 Sep 94 in Fairport, NY, at almost 73. He was the first Democrat elected in Monroe Co, NY. He served
as a Justice, and later as Fairport Village Attorney. He remained active in the USAF Reserves until he retired bothddsobt@aw pursuits. Survived by wife of 43

years, Marie June.

Leach, Jim P (423 pilot, Norm Armbrust was his epilot) died 28 Jul 94 in Kerrville, TX, at 78. He was only at Thurleigh for the month of Malyef8re he was de-

tached to 303rd & 1 CBW, and then was transferred to 40 CBW in Aug 43. Survived by wife; no further info.

Eberly, James Hurst(414" Air Serv. Grp), of Mechanicsville, VA, died 14 Dec 93, at 72. Survived by wife Joan; no further info.

Latscha, Walter V (368" navigator, Richard M Weiser Jr crew), of Cincinnati, OH, died 13 Nov 93, at 71. He arrived at Thurleigh 4 Apr 45. Wifendauyrvived

him. No further info.

Blucher, Earl L (423° gunner, Donald Cheney crew), of Dearborn Heights, MI, died 17 Oct 93, at 70. Survived by wife Rosemary, 3c, 3gd.

Glasscock, Lemuel A367" ball turret gunner, Arthur Mack crew), of Birmingham, AL, died 13 Sep 91, at 69. He was at Thurleigh with Bob StarzymsRolwie-

corded his name and address in his address book. No further info.

Anderson, Fred W (367" navigator, Richard Breed crew), died 11 Dec 90 in IA, at 67. He had
missions at Thurleigh from Sep 44 to Jan 45. Ra@sthe was considered a pioneer in budgetary|
control and computers; he retired in 79. Survived by wife of 45 year, Lavonne, 2d, 1gs. PLEASE SEND IN YOUR ADDRESS AND CON-
Dingman, Virgil W (367" pilot; downed 17 Jun 44 mission to Noyen, France) died 14 Sep 90 #| 7T&CT INFORMATION CORRECTIONS. WE NEED

He was an evadee. No further info. EMAIL ADDRESSES ON EVERYONE WHO HAS
Willey, Kenneth E (368" waist gunner, Charles M Bayless crew when downed), died 16 Apr 8| @NE.

age 69. POW 25 Feb 44 (Augsburg mission) held at Stalag 9C. No further info. Send corrections and additions to:
Hensley, Billy J (368" tail gunner, James H Butler crew), died 18 Sep 88 at age 63 in Geroni Barbara Neal, Secretary

OK. Postwar he became a lawyer. No further info. P.O. Box 682530

Blackwell, Jack E (367" ball turret gunner, Joseph W Pederson crew when downed), died in Park City, UT 840682530

in Panama City, FL at 67. When downed 17 Jun 44 (Noyen mission) he became an evadee. Hnli secretary@306bg.org

as a married man from CA. No further info.

Obituaries Not Recent; Not Previously Publis@egiontinued from Page 3



To:
Veterans, Spouses, Children,
Grandchildren, & friends of the 306" b.g.

I am writing this letter to remind all the 306™ members, off- spring and friends of the
memorial that was placed on the old air base at Thurleigh in the year 1982, this coming
October it will be 29 years old. It has stood the weather, vandalism and has stood proud.
The board directors over the past few years have talked of moving it across the airfield
and relocate it at the 306th Museum, which we all feel it is the proper place for it now. It
will be protected and every one who comes to the museum will be able to view it. Here is
a ceremony every year on our anniversary of the 306th when they left England at the end
of the war and returned home. This anniversary is celebrated by the grade-school children
of the village of Thurleigh, they place flowers at the memorial in remembrance of all the
Americans who served at the base. They also remember all those who never returned. |
have attended the ceremony, which is very touching and when you as a veteran of the
base understand that they are paying a very high tribute and their personal feelings for all
of us who were there This memorial has been taking care of by Ralph Franklin, his wife,
Daphne & their sons from early spring until late fall they cut grass, the area cleaned up
the memorial is washed & cleaned the lettering periodically repainted, trees pruned and
what ever else these grand people see and take care of. And all these years Ralph has
never received any reimbursement what so ever for what they have spent as it was all
done for the love of the 306™ there is such a great binding between these people and us
all. And I'm sure that you all appreciate what they have done. We owe them our
gratitude.

Now I come to the hard part, over the years there has been some deterioration, and it
has now come to the point that it needs repair work. Ralph has been getting estimates on
moving it and repairing it as our organization becomes smaller and smaller. The
donations are less and less I come to you for help. We need to raise some money to move
this piece of history onto the field itself where it belongs with the museum. It's a legacy
that will be there for as long as time itself. And we should be very, very proud of this
memorial. What it tells of the 306th bomb group, fourth group of the Eighth Air Force to
arrive in United Kingdom, first bomb group to bomb German soil thus as we are known
“first over Germany” and the very last bomb group to leave Europe to come home and
flew 341 missions. This is part of our legacy!

I ask of you knowing that we are in hard times and for some of us old people it doesn't
get any easier. What you donate, no matter how small or how large you will be part of a
great legacy being saved. I personally will see that a plaque is made up of all the donors’
names. Not how much they donated, but just their names to show that you cared, and it
will be given to Ralph to be put in the museum to show the British people that we also
care. Not all the estimates are in as yet, but it looks like everything done will run between
three to $4000 American dollars. There are a few more estimates to come in. Again,
please send a donation, no matter what amount. Make checks out to the following.

(306th. Memorial fund.)
To our treasurer, Joel Labo

I would like to thank you all for your compassion and a great spirit of the group. I would
like to give each and every donor, a big hug, a handshake and a very warm thank you!

Sincerely

Y X \ - ‘ ' :
Left three photos: The 306th Bomb
Group Memorial at Thurleigh, a site
where children and visitors often can be
found paying their respect to the men of
the 306th. At right, the 369th Bomb
== Squadron group photograph of the
" enlisted air crew members, no officers.
This photograph came from Andy Ness
who was engineer for the Harvey Ryder
crew in the 369th. Above
is the Ryder crew: Front
row, (L to R) Lowell Mik-
les (CP), Oliver Minihane
(N), Harvey Ryder (P);
Back row: Ray lafrate
(BT), Jack Stright (WG),
Joe Wurtemberger (RO),
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. . . . that the digitization process will result in a wealth of material accessible to the public.
Memories in Manila Folders: The correspondence files contain a wide range of materials such as photographs, let-
; H ters, newspaper articles, and even Christmas cards. Personnel updates in the files
Remembenng the 306 Bombardment Group indicate what the veteran did both during and after the war as well as how the 306
Bomb Group Association can contact the veteran. Obviously, this enormous collec-
tion of information will be able to support a wide variety of research once it is online.

By Trenton Dietz Not only will the digitization process make the Historical Collection available to
Thurman Shuller Intern the public, but it will also help preserve the collection. Many of the documents in the
306th Bomb Group Historical Project collection are suffering from age. They are in danger from various forms of decay
such as rust from staples and paperclips and the destructive acidity of the papers. By
(Editordos Note: I thought that t hecregtiogedigital capi€s ofthesaiddcwemsotluéTMrns arekhelping t indefinikely a n

the academic work that is being created and presented to the historical professiopribgerve the history they contain.

the university interns who serve the 306th at Abilene Christian University. TrentonThe correspondence files are organized according to the veteran to whom the cor-

Dietz is one of our fine young interns who presented this paper to the Phi Alpdspondence pertains. Therefore, interns scanning the files may spend hours working

Theta Regional Conference on April 16, 20111. on materials about a single veteran. As the intern does so, he or she can gradually get
to know the veteran, even though he may no longer be living. Often at the end of a

In high school, history is little more than a collection of names and dates. Hdile an intern will find an obituary sent to the 30Bomb Group Association by the

ever, the more | mature as a historian, the more | see that history is made primarilyeft er andés f ami | y. Strangely, though |

people. This is a lesson that | have learned many times as an intern with the 8@se files pertain, | often feel a sense of loss when | find their obituaries because of

Bomb Group Association. Internships are highly valuable for undergraduate histogybrief encounter with their lives.

students because they help teach s uc hOne afshe files that $ scanmed waa that of Letando(or {,e@)sKeshlar. m\dyrjoureey m|

before the student enters graduate level studies. To demonstrate the value of higtarizgh his file demonstrates the strange connection that interns can form with veter-

cal internships, | will describe my own experiences and how they have furtheredang without even meeting them. Kessler enlisted in the military in January 1942, and

education as a history major. | will first address the background of tHtEB@@b in April he began his service in the 36Bomb Squadron of the 3B@omb Group.

Group and the Bomb Group Association, then move into the specific tasks of arHa-completed sixteen missions before his plane was shot down in May 1943 and he

tern with the 308, and finally discuss the educational value of this internship. was captured by the Germans. While a prisoner of war, Kessler saw a group of Jews
being marched back to a concentration camp after working in a quarry. Those Jews
History of the 306" that were not strong enough to continue the march were shot, including one who

During World War I, the 308 Bombardment Group served in the Eighth AirKessler saw kiss a photograph just before being killed. Kessler got a closer look at
Force in the European Theatre and was composed of four squadrons (th8e#7 the photograph and saw that it was of a woman and two children. Later, Kessler
369", and 42%). These squadrons flew thelB Flying Fortress, one of the mostwould use his skills as an artist to would recreate the scene in a drawing known as
well-known heavy bombers of World War 1. The Eighth Air Force launched raidéie Hand (see Figure 1 belawpfter the war, Kessler used his wartime experiences
against various targets in Nazicupied Europe and eventually attacked Germangs inspiration for many of his artworks before he died in 2003.
itself. The Eighth Air Forceod6s targe@ar riencd ardcealn cfea cftiolrei se sc,a nmabres hcahlaloitnigec .y a |
sentially any part of the Ger man i nfthirgsthatlleamed abeut himmvagthatshe pag laitt & large mpdelei7eeBdthat d R«
machine. he was apparently very proud of that fact. | waded through

Known for being the first bombardment group to bomb Germany in World Wa photographs, letters, and newspaper articles about his model,
the 308" began its journey at Wendover Field in Utah in the aftermath of Pearl wondering if the entire file revolved around his snsaéle
bor. Here the men of the 3D@ained rigorously for several months in 1942 befo bomber. Gradually, however, | got to know Lee Kessler. |
they were moved in August to Westover Field in Massachusetts, where they pat learned he had been shot down, he had been a prisoner of
the Atlantic for enemy submarines. Finally, in September, the men of tHe war, and he had drawn a beautiful picture inspired by his
moved to Thurleigh, England, and, in October, they flew their first combat missio . . brief encounter with the Holocaust. By the end of the file, |

Unfortunately, the early stages of the American Strategic Bombing Camp§ ! , felt almost as if Lee Kessler was a friend. Thus, when |
were largely unsuccessful. American bomber crews had little or no combat ex & found his obituary, | was surprised and disappointed. | had
ence and therefore had to | earn man fermad s brief but touhhéng chnmection Witk a vet&rane Kis- o f
Europe. Antiaircraft fire from the ground and fighter attacks by the Luftwaf -~ tory had a face and a story, and it warranted my respect.
claimed scores of American lives. Also, the Allies at the time lacked a fighter \® '
long enough range to protect the bombers all the way to their targets. Limited
cess and high casualty rates devastated the morale of thindag 1942.

To combat these low spirits, high command replaced Colonel Charles Overa;
the commanding officer of the 306with Frank A. Armstrong. It was Armstrong
who eventually ledthe 36 nt o Ger many, earning th
over Germanyo which it retains to th
for the fictional character General Frank Savage (played by Gregory Peck) in
1949 fimTwe | v e O6.COverth& cotitde gfithe war, the 8aould support
raids against such targets as Schweinfurt, Frankfurt, and Berlin. The bomb ¢
also flew three missions in support of theDRy invasion. By the time it left Thur- |,
leigh in December 1945, the 308omb Group had built a solid reputation, a stor
that survives to this day.

It would not be until decades later, in the rii@i70s, that several former member{ f
of the 308" would form the 306 Bomb Group Association. This association facili| ‘&
tated annual reunions as well as the publication of a quarterly newsletter know
Echoes Russell Strong, one of the founding members of thd' 8a8nb Group As- )
sociation, became the first executive secretary and editor of the newsletter. S|IN 8
began to build a collection of information on the 8@6 support his work oEchoes
as wel |l as to further his research
search included travelling around the US, interviewing veterans of tH& J0i6st
Over Germany: A History of the 30@Bombardment Grougy Russell Strong
(published in 1982) demonstrated Str
liams, a military historian and history professor at Abilene Christian Universi
called the book fione of the best res
World War 1.5 Strongds c dhag anbtlet resaltn
the creation of the 366Bomb Group Association Historical Collection.

In 2007, the Historical Collection was given to Abilene Christian University. Dr. Figure 1
Vernon Williams and several history interns took upon themselves numerous respon-
sibilities for the preservation of the history of the 806They would write and pub- Thanks to the digitization process, that face and story will be preserved and, once the
lish Echoes design a 306web page, and digitize the entire Historical Collection sfiles are placed online, be available to the public. Others will be able to experience
that it could be placed online. Since then, students at ACU have served"d@s-306L e e Kessl eros | ife in the same way that
terns every semester, continuing to workkEmhoesas well as digitize the Historical | also scanned the correspondence file for a veteran named Bill Houlihan. Houli-
Collection. This digitization process should be complete in late 2011 or early 201Baat joined the 306in June 1942 and served as a medicatecmmmissioned officer.
which time ACU will hand the collection over to the Mighty Eighth Air Force MuTo this day, he is an active member of the"3@mb Group Association. | met
seum in Georgia. Dr. Williams and the interns are preserving the memory of lfmilihan in the fall of 2010 at the 36®omb Group Reunion in Washington, D.C.

306" Bomb Group in World War 1. During the reunion, General Richard Newton, then Deputy Chief of Staff for Man-
power of the U. S. Air Force, gave a speech at one of the dinners. In gratitude, the
Tasks of a 308 Intern 306" presented General Newton with a historical photograph (see page 6) of Houli-
As an intern with the 305 | have three main tasks: digitizing the Historical Cothan during Worl d War || . Sever al mont h

lection, writing for Echoes and assisting in the reunions. All three of these taskite. For me, Bill Houlihan was not simply a name attached to a large stack of corre-
have important influences on my personal development within the historical fisdgondence; he was a remarkable veteran with an energetic personality.
These responsibilities also preserve the history of thd" 8§6making materials Another one of my responsibilities with the 306 working onEchoes the asso-

available to public curiosity, scholarly research, and (of course) the veterans and théirat i ondés oquarterly newsletter. Al t ho
families. large research projects feichoes they are usually responsible for writing short arti-
Currently the interns a/f eorresponpenteifies. ales reRuirisgsosly Hasic $esearchn gdes thededsbnall projects, however, promote a

This involves hours of scanning documents into computers. Interns must also idetailed knowledge of the 30®y forcing the interns to gather information over top-
tify special papers or items such as photographs that will need more specialized dttens such as Ger man prison camps and the
tion. This process can be extremely dull and tedious. However, the interns realize Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5

for Echoeggives the interns yet another way to learn about the daily life of the men of ther3®6by extension, about the air war in general. These articles also contribute
to public knowledge of the 38%6allowing others to share in the research results.

As an intern, | have also had the responsibility of editing large sectidbshokes Becausdchoeseaches a significant audience, the editing process is critical and must
be thorough. Working witEEchoeggives interns an appreciation for the amount and quality of work required for such a newsletter. This work also dewslapswnip

ing skills. Echoespromotes familiarity with the 306B o mb  Gr oup and with historical publications, further.i
An interno6és third duty is assisting i n"Btohmeb oGrgaurpi zAastsioocni aan do nedssp eacninaulally rtet
project vary widely but might be collectively s umme drganize naanstags and directoriesfar thé reun- I
iondéds many attendants, sell DVDs, set up present at ifdheisdutiesaintetns gainpdrspactive imamanyn u r

of the facets of organizing historical events such as these reunions. Fdtiat8f§ the annual reunion can be the most exhausting and exciting event of the year.

During the reunions, interns are encouraged to take opportunities to interact with the veterans. Although many peogtier&answf World War Il, rarely do they have
the opportunity to engage these veterans in an environment so fully focused on the war as a reunion. For young higptigestedeion is an ideal environment for dis-
cussion and education. Interns can gain greater insight into tHebgaélking with men who actually served with the bomb group. This is yet another way that interns can
increase their knowledge of a specific subject. The environment of open discussion holds remarkable potential to tdastogosnglents.

One of the events of the 2010 reunion in Washington, D.C., was a visit to the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum. éurthd spake with a veteran about his ex-
periences in World War Il, and he was able to reference exhibits that were in the room. By meeting and interactingetathrtiginterns are able to connect their work
with specific people. Veterans and interns build friendships that promote a greater level of responsibility becausesthewiritaow the people whose history they are
working to preserve. Internships become personal responsibilities to veterans and their families rather than simylilyildisignexercises. Though World War Il history
is fairly unique in that there are still people who lived through it (as opposed to the history of colonial America, fde)exaenknowledge that all history is connected to
actual people who deserve respect is a critical element in the education of a historian. "Hed@0éducate interns about their responsibilities to history.

Furthering History through Internships

Internships such as those offered by the™B6mb Group Association are extremely useful in training students for continued historical work. These internships provide
handson historical experience, dtlepth knowledge of a subject, and personal connections and responsibilities to historals®lapw for the preservation of important
historical collections.

Undergraduate interns with the 308ave the rare opportunity to handle primary sources on a daily basis. Thus, they learn how primary sources are crgatégeahnd o
preparing the interns for continued interaction with such sources. THeHBS®rical Collection is certainly not a largeale archive; however, it does contain a wealth of
material on World War 1. Experience in the Historical Collection could therefore serve as a basis for further aratingl fFabugh most 306interns will never make a
career in archives, many are likely to interact with such collections in the future. Their time working with the HiStdlecéibn can allow for a greater understanding of
archives, giving them greater respect for the complex and sometimes difficult organization of primary sources.

Obviously, working with the 306Bomb Group Association can also provide a relatively detailed knowledge of a particular portion of history. Throughwititking
primary sources in the Historical Collection, researching topicEdébioesarticles, and interacting with veterans at reunions, interns develop a deeper understanding of the
Strategic Bombing Campaign in World War Il. Not only do students handle primary sources, but they also have accessuadbdee research and, in the near future,
wi |1 be able to maintain that access through t he alspmacseraetas thenbéss fomcertiraiedtresearch T
on World War Il, or it may simply point out the level of familiarity necessary for a historian to successfully engage a topic

Interns with the 308 also build a sense of personal responsibility to
history. Reunions dramatically connect the interns to both veterans and
their families, building friendships and a sense of obligation to preserve
the memory of the 306 Archival work builds similar connections and
enables the interns to get to know the veterans by examining their lives
both during and after the war. Through reunions and archival work, the
men of the 308 gradually cease to be simply names on papers; they are
human beings with personalities, dreams, and families. Th& Bogib
Group Association provides a dramatic example of the humanity of history
that interns will hopefully be able to carry into other areas of study.

The 308" internships also help preserve history by digitizing a large,
deteriorating archive. The digitization process will allow the Historical
Collection to continue to be a valuable resource and will provide greater
access to that resource. Scholars, amateur historians, and veterans and
their families will all be able to access the wealth of information contained
in the 308" Historical Collection.

The 308' Bombardment Group has a remarkable history that deserves
to be remembered. Through digitizing the Historical Collection, writing
and editingEchoes and assisting in reunions, the 806terns are helping
to keep the memory of the bomb group alive. The"3@6rnships, as
well as similar undergraduate opportunities, offer an incredible education
for history students by giving them experience in handling primary
sources, expertise on a particular subject, and personal responsibility for
the preservation of history. For the 806terns, history has lost much of
its dry composition of names and dates; history has come alive. For these
interns, it is an honor to preserve the memories of th& Bednbardment
Group, memories contained in manila folderd

Photograph at left was presented to Lt. General Richard Newton at the
First Over Germany Dinner held at the Washington, D.C. Reunion. Bill
Houlihan, center, presented to photograph to General Newton.

DONATIONS FOR THE
306TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION

Those who are able are asked to make an annual contribution to keep everything running smoothly in our Association. There are no duesd so your gift is
needed to support the 306th operations. Your gift is tax-deductible.

Name

Send to:
Street and No. Joel LaBo, Treasurer
306th Bomb Group Association
875 S. Worth
City, State & Zip Birmingham, Michigan 48009

Telephone No. 306th Unit Date

Email Address




