ACU Box 28203 + Abilene, TX 79699-8203

January 2008 ¢+ Vol. 33, No.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 626
Abilene, TX

Return Service Requested

The Bledsoe Preservation Award to be presented to
Ralph and Daphne

The East Anglia Air War
Project announced recently thal
the first two George Bledsoe
Preservation Awards will be
presented to Ralph and Daphn
Franklin in May 2008. The

those
made significant contributions
to the preservation of WWII

military aviation history. Three
Bledsoe Awards are scheduleq
for presentation in 2008: one to
a 381st veteran and two to thd
Franklins in the 306th Bomb
Group Association.

iRaIph and Daphne Franklin visiting
the Air Force Museum at Wright
Patterson AFB during the Dayton
FReunion in October 2007. The fam
iar World War Il control tower in the
background brings memories of

The Franklins have won this

Thurleigh to mind.

prestigious award for their work
in creating the 305 Bomb

Group Memorial Museum at
Thurleigh and their continuing
efforts to expand the exhibition
platform and bring ever increas
ing numbers of visitors to the
museum. They have single
handedly created one of the fin
est WWII museums in England
and have brought continuing
distinction to the memory of the
306" Bomb Group and its ser-
vice in wartime Britain. The
two awards will be presented by
Professor Vernon L. Williams
at Thurleigh in May 2008 when
the Goodbye Piccadilly Fare-
well Tour of the Mighty Eighth
Air Force will spend the day
with the Franklins in the Bed-
ford area (see page three fo
more details about the tour).
Please join the East Anglia Air
War Project in congratulating

Ralph and Daphne on a most

extraordinary achievement.

The George Bledsoe Award
is named in honor of George
Bledsoe who devoted his life-
time to service to mankind, first
as a B24 Liberator pilot flying
dangerous low level night mis-
sions with the Carpetbagger
operations in England and
Scotland during World War II.
Later as a teacher to thousand

of students, Bledsoe became a

role model for living life with
integrity and a commitment to

excellence. His legacy and his

memory continues to live on in

the lives of his students where

Bledsoe made a lasting impact.

2008 REUNION
SAVE THE DATE

—~ i~ —~

Peabody Hotel
Little Rock, Arkansas
October 29-November 2, 2008

Jim Phelan, Reunion Chairman

See preliminary 2008
reunion details on page 7
and on the 306th website

Local Flier Lost
In Fortress Roid

Emil 0. Rasmussen Jr., lieuten-
ant in the army air corps and co-
pilot of & Filying Fortress, has
e ——— D e e N missing

- 1 since the costly
daylight raid
© over Schwein
furt, Germany,
October 14, his
parents. Mr
and Mrs, Emil
0. Rasmussen, |
2437 NE 1hb
avenue have
‘been advised
by the war de
partment.

His  parents
also have re.
cetved a letter
from his former commanding of
ficer, a caprain with whom Ras
mussen flew until two weeks be-
fore the Schwelnfurt sttack, This
officer counseled the Rasmussens
nat to lose hope because para
chutes  were seen  descending
from 1heir son's disabled plane
Rasmussen had participated in 20
operational flights over Eutope

Rasmussen ix 24, a graduate of
Grant high schoo: in 1036, He at
tended Orepon Sute oliege for
WO vears, An excellent skier, he
15 widely known in Northwegtern
winter sports circles

|  Receiving his commission in

January, be fiew to Africa, then
o England and became a first
lieutenant in Avgust

His twin brothers, Howard L
and Harold R, also are in the
army,

L. Kasmussrm

S

Visit the 306th Website

www.306bg.org

As this issue oEchoeggoes to press, the first batch of 306th history
content is being uploaded to the new 306th Bomb Group website. The
interns are working on a variety of digitizing projects for the web and
for the April and July issues &choes Much needs to be done before
the semester closes and the students return to their homes for the sum-
mer (see page three for more about the new 306th interns). So itis a
busy place in the digital lab in the History Department these days.

For those of you who use the computer for email or for web surfing,
you now have access to a new resource for viewing 306th BG historical
materials and perhaps more importantly, you can now begin to contrib-
ute your own memorabilia, history, and photographs to the 306th Digi-
tal Project. You can send your materials to the 306th Digital Project at
Abilene Christian University where the 306th interns will digitize them
and add them to the 306th website. You can donate your materials to
the 306th Historical Collection or you can request the return of your
originals after they have been digitized. Mail your stories, scrapbook
items, photographs, records or documents to: Dr. Vernon Williams at
ACU Box 28203, Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX 79699
8203.

For those of you who do not use the computer, go to your local li-
brary, ask a neighbor, or get your children or grandchildren to show
you the website. You will be glad you did.

Click on the navigation buttons on the home page (www.306bg.org)
to see all the new 306th items that are available and also to view what
is under construction and scheduled to be digitalized soon. One of the
first things you will notice is that both of tliechoesssues produced at
ACU are up and available to view by anyone in the world. As each
new issue is produced, it will first appear on the web while the hard-
copy version is printed and mailed to the membership.

Scroll down the home page and click on the Photo Albums button.
The first of a series of virtual photograph albums drawn from the 306th
Historical Collection is up and ready for everyone to view. The photo
albums to appear first include: 1) the Rose of York, 2) King George
VI visits Thurleigh, 3) Thurleigh and the Bedford Red Cross, and 4)
the 2007 Reunion Photograph Collection.

The next section scheduled to appear will be the mission reports.
Keep checking back on the website to see what is currently available.
We are starting with 1942 and will digitize the earliest materials first.

ca SN v

TRLTL LY,

The citizens of Schweinfurt, Germany and American 8th Air Force veterans have
erected this monument to German civilians who died on the ground and to American
air crews who lost their lives in the air above Schweinfurt. This moving tribute is
located in the center of Schweinfurt. See Target Schweinfurt on page 4.

Photograph by Vernon L. Williams
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Happy New Year!
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It has been a very productive fe
months for the 306th. All of the 306 ~
historical records were transferred to Dr. Williams at Abi-
lene Christian University where they are being digitalized.
As the work is completed , the original records will be fo
warded to the Eighth Air Force Museum in Savannah,
Georgia. We are updating our membershgp (see be-
low) . Dr. Williams and students published their first issu
of Echoesand posted it on our web sit@ww.306bg.org

Planning continues for next reunion on O28& No-
vember 2 in Little Rock Arkansas. See the preliminary pyo-
gram on page 7 and marvel at the exciting plans underway
for the reunion. At our next annual meeting the Board of
Directors will propose charging membership dues rather
than relying solely on contributions (see more about this
page 5 in this issue).

The 306th depends on voluntedosachieve its goals. |
especially want to acknowledge the contributions of Judy
and Bernie Hermley (updated our membership lists), Mayty
Lenaghan (safely transferred our recofdsm Kalamazoo
to Abilene), Joel La Bo (prepared financial records), Jim

1%

Obituaries

= Please send the Association de-

tails of deaths or complete obituar-
X (eieglgfryglé haye Ehtem. Please send

obituary information to the secre-
tary:

on
Joe Conroy, President

Susan Ob6Konski,
Albert McMahon, Secretary

Joel LaBo, Treasurer

Directors: Sheldon BeigeGrover C.
Goode, J.DWilliam Houlihan; Herman
Kaye, MD; Jack Persac; James Phelan;

Vi

Albert McMahan
272 N. Peachtree St.
Norcross, GA 30071

Eugene Smith; Vernon Williams. anmcmahan@bellsouth.net Phelan (reunion planning), Albert McMahon (assumed the
Rocky Rockwell, Past President _ _ duties of secretary and acts as liaison between tH& 306
Notices Received: . BGA and the 308 BG Historical Project in Abilene), and
Ralph Franklin, British Representative Eugene J. Blaskowski, 363died 3 May 2005 Dr. Williams and student interns (publishedhoes
National School Cottage, Mill Hill, Nathaniel J. Combs, 423died 7 January 2006 scanned records, and worked on our new website)
Keysoe, Beds MK44 2HP. Telephone frg mHorace J. Corigliano, 369."'801 2007 ’ ; 1
U.S. 01144-1234708715. Roy E. Connally, 367th, died November 2007 THE 306TH NEEDS YOUR HELP As mentioned in the
306museum@nscmh.fsnet.co.uk Vernon T. Crowton, 369 died 16 January 2007 October issue, in order to manage our mailing expenses} we
Website: www.306bg.co.uk Stephen J. Femino, 38gdied 2 July 2004 must maintain a current membership lig¢e rely on vets
Ed Ee“”ess)" 362;'3." d2 Febrluary 2008 and their families to keep us up to date. Please fill out the
306th Echoess published four times anny- i?genR[')M,\?;m’ei 368Iediezd1é]f ,3;'53%05 form on page3 and mail to Judy Hermley as soon as possi-
Z'(':yh'ojgg‘:ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ";{!jg}'ﬁﬁ;‘%ﬁ; g?er' Denis McCarthy, 368 died 28 December 2007 ble.If you wish to continue to rece_iving theEchoeswe
known addresses of 306th personnel, 1942 Frederick J. McGovern, 387died 25 July 2005 need to hear from you by this April 1st. Thank you for
1945. Contributions in support of this ef] Gerald F. McGrath, 367 died 25 October 2006 your cooperation.
fort may be remitted to the treasurer. William J. Pitblado, 367, died 25 January 20074~ Ag the new year is upon us, | wish you and your families

and his wife Bonnie, died 5 October 2005

Robert A. Price, 367 died 25 January 2007 the best for 2008.

Secretary: . .
Handles all changes of address, current M(_ayer Satinsky, 449 died .11 January 2006
. William F. Smatlak, 368, died 1 June 2007 Joe Conroy
records, obituaries, and correspondence ; X
Harold J. Vensel, 42%3died March 2007 President

Albert McMahan

272 N. Peachtree St.
Norcross, GA 30071
anmcmahan@bellsouth.net

William H. Wear, 367, died 28 December 2006
George C. Wollensslegel, 204died April 2003

Obituaries Received:

Nanthiel J. Combs423rd ground crew, died 7 January 2006. He leaves his wife Norma, 9c, 12gc.

SSgt. Vincent Fredrick3 6 9t h engi neer gunner, (Lester Kearneyo.
where he had lived for 55 years. He was past president and owner of a mechanical/electrical engineering firr
Fredrick completed a 3&ission tour. In 2005 he published his memories ofniss si on s , iSat an
left 3¢, 7gc, 1ggc.

Arthur F. Glynn, 369th copilot (Alfred Johansen's crew) and later pilot of his own crew joined the 306th in June
1944 and flew 35 missions over Germany. He died 26 March 1962 in Buenos Aires, Argentina where he was

Editor/ Echoes:

Dr. Vernon L. Williams
ACU Box 28203

Abilene Christian University
Abilene, TX 796998203
vwilliams@acu.edu

Treasurer:

Send checks to: Parker Pen official. His body was returned to Janesville, WI for burial. Glynn was survived by his wife Catherine,
Joel LaBo 1d,and 1s.

875 S. Worth « Harley C. Hutsell, 368" pilot, died 12 August 2005 in Edmond, OK. He completed his 34 mission tour in Octo-

Birmingham, Michigan 48009 ber 1944. In 1988, he retired as executive vice president of a regional OK coffee company. He leaves his wif

Nelda, 3s, 3d, 13gc, 1ggc.

Alfred P. Johansen369" pilot of the famous "Steady Hedy" that flew 139 missions died 25 May 2007. His first
mission was 13 July 1944 and he completed his 35th mission 26 November 1944.

Gerald F. McGrath, 367" bomb sight mechanic, died 25 October 2006 in Cedar Rapids, IA. He managed A&P
grocery stores and was city assessor of Cedar Rapids. He leaves his wife Mary, 2s, 7gc, 9ggc.

LtCol Archie L. Nesbitt,367" pilot died 18 August in Overland Park, KA. He leaves his wife, Nadyne, 4s, 4gc,
2ggc, 4 step sons, 7gc, 4ggc.

Wallace T. Peckham369" copilot (Edgar Smith crew) died 8 November 2006. He completed 27 missions. He

Special Projects:
Marty Lenaghan
Judy and Bernie Hermley

Student Interns:

Luke Truxal (Russell Strong Intern)
Erin Shilcutt (Leland Kesseler Intern)
Lindsay Klar (Maynard H. Smith Intern)

Bryan Harrell (Michael Roskovitch Intern
Katie Ritter (Thurman Schuller Intern)

Courtney Ketchersid (Peg Haapa Intern)
Jacob Peterson (Judge Donald Ross Inte

The 306th Bomb Group Historical Assoc
tion is a Federally tasxexempt organizatior
and as a veteranods
501 © (19).

Support the 306th BG Association

owned and operated Peckham Insurance Agency of Augusta, KA for 57 years before retiring to Hous
ton. Peckham's wife Georgia died 27 February 2007. They leave 3c, 4gc, 4ggc.

William F. Smatlak, 368" togglier, died 1 Jun 2007 in Brightwaters, NY. He completed 35 missions. William
retired from Grumman Aerospace Corp. with 49 years service. He is survived by 1s, 1d.

John W. Stright,369th waist gunner (Harvey Ryder crew), died 5 August 2005 in Murrysville, PAvergeto

Robert Morris Business School, Pittsburgh amatked in banks for 35 years retiring asax officer. He leaves
gvgfe. Marjorie, 3¢s s i f i ed as _ o

Colin L. Valentine, 368" copilot for six missions over Germany and pilot on the Casey Jones Project, died 3 Au-
gust 2007 in Maryville, TN. He was a graduate of the Univ. of Tennessee and an Alcoa employee for 37 year:
He leaves his wife Adrienne, 1s, 2gc.
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The Interns

The 306th BG interns are working actively for the Association
now that the spring semester has been in earnest. Each intern has
been assigned an internship named for a 306th or Red Cross vet-
eran (see October 20&thoedor details).

Luke Truxal (Russell Strong Intern)

Erin Shilcutt (Leland Kesseler Intern)
Lindsay Klar (Maynard H. Smith Intern)
Bryan Harrell (Michael Roskovitch Intern)
Katie Ritter (Thurman Schuller Intern)
Courtney Ketchersid (Peg Haapa Intern)
Jacob Peterson (Judge Donald Ross Intern)

Luke Truxal serves as the overall manager of the 306th Project
and oversees lab operations. He also writes and produces content
for Echoesand the 306th website. Erin Shilcutt is director of
photographic services for all 306th operations. Lindsay Klar and
The 306th Interns, front row, let to right: Bryan Harrell, Erin Shilcutt, Lindsay Klar. BackCourtney Ketchersid writes f@choesand works on the digital
row, left to right: Luke Truxal, Courtney Ketchersid, Katie Ritter, and Jacob Peterson. project. Bryan Harrell focuses on the digital project with exper-

Photograph by Veron L. Willlams <o in video and digital production. Katie Ritter is working in a
variety of assignments f@choesand the web. Jacob Peterson is

G OOd bye P | Ccad | I Iy TO u r the assistant webmaster and is responsible for building web con-

tent and organizing the 306th website.

The interns are now working on the April and July issues of

Stl I I h aS flve p | aces Iefﬁ Echoes and growing the website as fast as they can get items

digitized. See page 7 for other reunion plans for interns at Little

now more affordable. . .. Rock.

Professor Vernon Williams is donating his services to lead a tourto ~ ~~~~~
World War Il England benefiting the East Anglia Air War Project in Abi-
lene. The East Anglia Project hosts the new 306th BG Historical Projgc
and is responsible for many of the services provided free to the 30#ith IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL

Bomb Group Association. Fundraisers such asGbedbye Piccadilly 306TH BOMB GROUP MEMBERS

Tour make it possible for students and faculty to have the equipment i d

resources to produce tlihoesthat you are reading now, the new 306t i Continuing the directive of last |fear?®

website, and to digitize the hi §tmgpes,uhgherlivingosdaceased,please fij,ogt the forg bglow ey iy g | 1y
.. each 306 Association‘'mémber in your family.” The cost of Sending

service in World War II. ECHOES has continued to increase so we need to update our mailing

The tour has been redesigned to allow for a more affordable trip|Jto lists.
England for veterans and families who want to travel with Dr. Willian§ blease fill out and si : : )
.. i gn the information sheet below. Send the com
and visit the airfields up close and personébu can choose from a two pleted sheet to Judy Hermley, indicating whether the member is alive or
option tour menu, one that would be-®8y Tour and another that would deceased. If we do not receive this information by 1 April 2008, we must
be a 16Day Tour plan. The original four star hotels have been replacelf] "uctantly cease sending you the ECHOES.
with Holiday Inn and Ramada, the large tour buses have been repl
with a minibus, the London and Dover venues have been deleted (you|gan
sti.ll .do th_o;e in a proUr arrangement), gnd the tour now focuses on tlfe Fill out the following information. sign and mail to:
original airfield schedule For those electing to do the-Diay Tour plan, Judy Hermley i 5314 Bob Sikes Blvd., Jay, FL 32565
the airfield itinerary segment is exactly the same as the old itinesaty
the London and Dover venues removed.
If you are a traveler or just want to be a part of the special tour opr-Address
tunities at Thurleigh, Bedford, and across East Anglia in May, contact |||

Member Name

Phone Number (include area code)

Williams (325674-2150) or the tour company (toll free8D0-533-9001)
for details. At press time, the tour has five places left to fill. So if you a
interested, act today. __ lamALIVE and doing well. Please continue the ECHOES.

Goodbye Piccadillys no ordinary tour. For six years Professor Wil
liams has been working his way across East Anglia, into the rural villagje
and towns where the Americans arrived long ago to mount an air c3
paign against the best that Hitler had to offer. And for a time, Engl
became home for them. Over sixty years have passed and much
changed but British families ha AY@ENKS
tinue to remember those days so long ago. This is certainly true of
lages and towns near the old base at Thurleigh. The 306th BG is still
much on the minds of those who are old enough to remember.

Across East Anglia there are concrete runways, asphalt perimg
tracks, and scores of Nissen huts and buildings lingering on the landsg®
much like the ruins from other eras in human history. Soon these W\
airfields will disappear but the memory of the Yanks and those perilo :
times will never fade from the memories of the children of the war, ng
growing old themselves.

Tour participants will walk the ruins, see the wartime world of Ea

This member was deceased on

Signature (Member or Survivor)

The new 306th PX
IS coming

—~——~

Watch for it in
Echoes and on

Anglia, meet the British families up close and personal, enjoy special ce the website.

brations, take in the hospitality of village communities, remember thog#nmy Stewart visits Tibenham one

who never came home, and see for ourselves the continuing spirit of & tme. After leaving the Thur- www.306bg.org
eigh/Bedford area, the tour will

British people. It will be an extraordinary adventure, no mere travel itin-{ sit+ all of Stew
erary. This will be a journey that will change your life forever. ments plus a lot more.

SSi ¢
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Target Schweinfurt: Foes Wé‘""“—““’ = 7
by Fate, Friends by Ch0|ce TR

By Vernon L. Williams e
Abilene Christian University

The train slowed as it came into the station. Looking out the wir; ¢
dow, | could see people waiting on the platform and the signs hangi
above their heads that simply said, Schweinfurt. It was a name the
had heard all my life growing up in an Air Force family and during th¢
many oral interviews that | had conducted over the years. These w__.=
the tales of the raids over Schweinfurt and the tragedy that played &
there in the skies overhead. | had heard no German stories. What !
it like as the bombers reached the outskirts of Schweinfurt where e\
ryone knew what was going to happen? What about the bombing & S
the death and destruction? What lingering memories remained . 5.;‘:7’;;\-;{.‘_* 't-_ =
those days and how do the Germans remember those times and-the - - dooi
men who e from the sky? | had come to Schweitur for answers B8, ACK. THURSEOAT. S mal B, Lo, Lheoe it
these questions but the people and the'r_answers Sl'_'rpnsed me. escorts broke away, hundreds of FonéIfs and Messerschmitts attacked |the

| found people who loved and appreciated Americans, a wonderfyomper formations, shooting down 60. Captain Charles T. Schoolfield, leadihg the
thing in todayodés worl d. Ge o r ¢306ta borab Gréuplirt tHis-B7S toraplete the miss@n. @unngt TSgtIRG. Codiey 1
those WWII days but they live with memories as vivid as if they wergost a hand when struck by a 20mm shell, but subsequently shot down an attacker. See
made just yesterday. Geor gos [SPyopthegeFond %CWﬁné‘er'SStor}‘ﬁrépa gas 4 ges L al b
factory in Schweinfurt and Ruthoas father was Otographfourtsyfthe oe'ngcom%i@'me
The Shafers are but two of the survivors of the Schweinfurt raids thab.la
interviewed during my visit there. These German survivors and t I}fﬁ
American crewmen who flew Schweinfurt missions have joined to;
gether to form a lasting bond of friendship and peace.

In the early morning hours of 14 October 1943 men made their w
through the darkness at Thurleigh, waking up crews while others pre-
pared breakfast or readied the briefing for the crews who would fly tt}eo the 92nd Group and bombed with
mission this morning. Six hundred fifty miles to the east, citizens in

Sch ¢ v f her d ¢ K Wh h On the ground at Schweinfut, everyone made for the air raid shel-
chweinfurt were getting ready for another day of wor en ta\f;egs. Dieter Schorn, son of the Lutheran minister, quickly left the par-

tween the Rhine and Schweinfurt, ten aircraft were shot down, pri-
arily with rockets. The air battle was intense and despite maintaining
a tight formation on the approach to target, there were so many swarm-
ing attackers, the 306th gunners could not keep them at bay. As the
¥rmation approached Schweinfurt, the enemy fighters broke off. Only
ive aircraft reached the target

sun Erokte)z overz tpe Eor(‘jlzon the prospect tha clear dskyTe;]nd 909 nage near the church and joined his neighbors in the shelters. Else-
weather brought foreboding to everyone on the groun €Y €al/here the gun positions made ready to defend the city. In just moments

lénew (\;vhat;hat couhld mearll g Ln bad ;veatzer tpehboATIbers _(Ij_'r? NOt COMB center of the city was deserted and quiet, save for the blaring klac-
ut today the weather would be on the side of the Allies. The missigf,s announcing the approaching Amencan bombers. Soon the sound
to Schweinfurt would be no ordinary mission.  The mission Q) ¢ eapproachln bomb could and the omblng run began
Schweinfurt would later become g tﬂete Ble 165665 dhirks ﬁ Uh' 16 ¢ aemeren{a.

ifSecond Schweinfurt Missiono 5 MY 8 b % h‘é?? W5 ¥nb r]r%
ber is still the subject of intense conversation in Germany and ti(‘E‘E)ncentratlon of bombs in the target area. Strike photographs show

Ungztis;?t'?ﬁurleigh the weather was not so good. Heavy cloud co Gé me direct hits on the aiming p
: ' fact ffered ificant d d th hout the city, th
reached down to the ground with the visibility less than 1,000 yards aring factory suffered significant damage and throughout the city, the

Hdmbs reigned down on the industrial targets and in the surrounding
tcf:le\;\l;ﬂway 'ét 10255'0‘”5 elght%eﬁn alrcrgft toobk gﬁ hMaJﬁr Roberf aighborhoods in the center city. The bombers turned homeward while
lliams, Group Operations icer, described what appeneﬁlle Germans below emerged to find their city on fire and debris every-

nde Xt y hThe 'IL'IE azvkr@(zjau:o&ofnpllshlr?ﬂrﬁmn:jqrdeétrmnelywhere_ Dieter ran home to find the parsonage in &uss much so
adverse conditions. . . . e rendezvous with the lead Group Wt it would not be rebuilt. Today there is an empty space where the

complicated by a lack of identifying flares ffrom that Group [92n dfaome once stood. The nearby church suffered major damage but soon
BG], poor navigation in the attempt to follow the rendezvous line an

climb path, and by the flak that there were too many Groups attempt- continued on page 5

ing to rendezvous in the same general area. The low group [305th ‘r” ‘r“' ‘r” f ‘r“’
BG] completely failed to make the
rendezvous, which exposed the tagfi-

cal formation to more than the DONATIONS FOR THE

share of attacks. A 3édegree twr 306TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION
at the enemy coast caused much if-

ficulty in our formation, resulting i || T_ho_se who are able are asked to makg an annual contribution to keep everythi.ng running smqothly in our Asso-
. ciation. There are no duesd so your gift is needed to support the 306th operations. Your gift is tax deductible.
two abortions. The route over ene

territory was flown substantially .:
ordered, although small towns Wi Name

flak batteries were not ordered. O Send to:
pql_r?i tion was fe|Xt rmld_mo_e_f_f_e_c_t_i_v_e. 0 Joel LaBo, Treasurer

e mission was uneventful un ' 306th Bomb Group Association
the R47 fighter escort turned bag 875 S. Worth

for refueling. iTifp, stdte ® 2ipe N t he Rhine Birmingham, Michigan 48009
and the target, the formation was gHt-

tacked by 300 enemy aircraft, chieff :
FW190s, ME110s, ME109s, Jusgfs, Telephone No. 306th Unit Date
and a few DO217|g. 0 I n the 306th

formation, three aircraft aborted Wil Emnail Address

fifteen continuing the mission. Du
ing the enemy attack
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Above: The original interrogation forms used during debriefing of the Schoolfield SChwe|nfurt Con'“nued from page 4 ..

crew soon after their return from Schweinfurt. Notice the detail regarding the flak Id b ired. Much of the d trated in the ind
during the flight into target and the comments about the harrowing combat with elou € repaired. uch of the damage was concentrated In the indus-

emy aircraft on the approach to Schweinfurt. Almost as an afterthought, the debfié@l sector where the attacking force placed many of their bombs. For-
ing officer whohet:doWR. i giCoat egftetr ulmendmalgoawni ofef .loat er reported that
Mission Reports, 14 October 1943, 306th BG Historical Collectiofhe UKF and KugetFi scher [ bal | bearing] p

Below: Charles Schoolfield with his original crew. On the Schweinfurt raid, he flirél% the Schwelpfllirt.rald. SChOOIerl\l/Id repofrtehd ittle flgh':c(_erhopposmon on
lead with some changes to crew personnel for the mission (see above for the Schid@ifyay out of the target area. Most of the enemy fighter groups re-

furt crew makeup). Front row, left to right: Joseph Stoner, eng; Bruce Hardy, bt;mained in position, waiting for other incoming formations. The day
Bert Perimutter, wg; Robert Conley, wg. Back row, | to r: Henry Sommers, tg; ended with ten losses for the 306th, just a part of the sixty aircraft and
Robert Fallow, cp; Charles Schoolfield, p; John Mazanek, n; and Jack Kelly,b. ¢ r e ws s ho't down on the mission.
Inset: Robert Conley, wg from an earlier crew photograph.. gotten by either the Americans or the Germans on the ground.

Schweinfurt as it
appears today wher
little remains of the
wartime damage .
Both American and
Schweinfurt survi-
vors routinely gather
together at reuniong
in the United States
and in Schweinfurt
to celebrate peace
and a respect for
one another.

Board to Consider Dues at Little Rock
Meeting

At the annual reunion meeting in Little Rock in October, officers and directors will consider a
proposal to charge dues for membership in the Association. The Board is looking at ways to im-
prove the financial stability of the Association and allow 306th operations to continue into the
next decade. Directors suggest that with a modest amount set for membership dues, togethe
with annual donations that have traditionally been received from the membership, the 306th BG
Association will be better equipped to offer continlghoespublication, reunion activities for
veterans and their families, and preservation of the history of the bomb group.

Members who have comments or suggestions can send them to our secretary, Albert
McMahan, 272 N. Peachtree St., Norcross, GA 30071. His email is anmcmahan@bellsouth.net.
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