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Paul Reioux and Crew
Make History

Two folded wings this month prompts a look
back at the Koblenz Mission on
28 December 1944

By Vernon L. Williams
Historian, 306th Bomb Group Project

Among our 306th Bomb Group obituaries this month are two pilots who 9
side by side together on board the 423rd ship €h@uzyd Paul Reioux and his
co-pilot Bill Daniel. Bill Daniel died on July 10th this month, followed by Paul
Reioux, just fifteen days later (see obituaries in this issue). Overfsigtyears -
ago, Reioux and Daniel taxied to the runway at Thurleigh for a mission T0 ) ) — ] )

Koblenz. What began as a routine mission that morning and continued throfgH' Reioux Crew (in the States before transitioning to Thurleigh): First row, left to
the day with a successful bombing of the target, ended abruptly when thezChé@ht: Jim Talley (navigator), Milton Olshewitz (bombardier), Bill Daniel {uitot),

-Suzy caught fire and crashed into the English countryside, not far from il Paul Reioux (pilot). Second row, left to right: John Furrer (tail gunner), Jack
Thurleigh home base. Nine crew were aboard that afternoon and the story of gfgac (pall turret gunner), Irwin Trimble (waist gunner), Colvin Sheorn (waist gun-
final chapter of the Choe@-Suzy is filled with drama and heroism that adds to th€r), Herman Kaye (radio), and John Price (top turret gunner/engineer). At Thur-
history of the 306th Bomb Group. For one crew member, December 28, 1t8igh changes were mad_e in the crew and the following replacements Jomed Reloux
would be his last. For the other eight men, the last moments of the mission wéiid were on board the aircraft that fateful day on December 28, 1944. Irwin Trimble
live on in their memorigs always a reminder of how fate could turn at a mo¥as dropped fror_n the crew as _Reioux pared down his crew to nine. He would fly with
mentods notice. only a single waist gunner until the crash on 28 December 1944. John Furrer was

The mission began with an early morning wakeup call and breakfast wigplaced 'at Thurle_igh b_y John Perry. With these_ two changes, the Reioux crew was
Reioux and his crew to briefing by 6:30 am. There would be two targets that (ﬁ%}; and it was this revised crew who met with disaster over England that brisk De-
Koblenz and Siegburg, as the 306th flew as part of the 40th Combat Wing bonf§&pber day in 1944. Photograph courtesy Jack Persac.
stream. This mission was in support of American troops under attack in thg=22
tle of the Bulge. The Germans were moving supplies and equipment to
forces and the targets at the Siegburg airfield and the marshalling yargl
Koblenz were designed to disrupt those communication lines.

The Reiouz crew drew the low echelon heading to Koblenz. Loaded
eighteen 250b. general purpose bombs and twelv 500Ib cluster incendiary
bombs, the Cho@-Suzy had enough firepower to do significant damage to
marshall_ing yards at Koblenz. By 9:00 am the 3(_)6th crews were in _th_eir pl# Notice from Dr. Vernon L. Williams
and engine startup began promptly at 9:12 am with the first aircraft lifting o
Thurleigh 25 minutes later. Soon the twesty 306th planes were taking of

every 30 seconds. By the time Reiouz pulled back on the yoke and thez€ For three school years, student interns and | have been
Suzy lifted heavily into the air, it was 9:49 am. The mission had begun. working on the 306th BG archives, busy scanning and digitif
The bomber stream formed up without incident and proceeded to target ag j the documents, photographs and other materials Whil the

ing to plan. Shortly after reaching St. Albans, one aircraft turned back, repd . ) .
that their oxygen system was out. Later the spare aircraft in the low el rk continues with the collection, we are now ready to beg

turned back according to plan, leaving the rest of the formation to bomb dlfg@ding the web pages and making many of these digital dog-
Seigburg or Koblenz. The bomber stream encountered no enemy aircraft e

e —eaef

to target and friendly fighter sulan'sthofhpsPaverywitefe. Duridy the lhst dwovferks df Algste | s .

good until target, then scanty. o . . . . . . 1
The lead and low squadrons executed their bombing run on Koblenz wit !h\é\”” begin uploading the first digital documents, starting firy

high squadron bombing Siegburg. After receiving word from the weather p[iféith & complete set of mission reports, photographs, missing air
Buckeye Red, indicating that the weather over the target was overcast, the [|péfiew reports, and crew photographs.
ing run proceeded on instruments. The mickey operators (radar) took over @t the Please be patient while this rather laborious process is gom-

IP. The lead aircraft for the h|gh Squadron aborted .betWeen the IP and the %tted and the flrst grouﬁp Of documents aé)pear on your co

due to the failure of his Gee H eq?erpgcr}ée.n The VHF of th deputy | effpd wa:c
functioning properly, and the high squadron dropped the bomb loads on the 9 He )

bombS Of the 40th ﬁA() formation at T o L U T 1 Z O o€ 1 ¢C v I 1y Tt 11 & 1 t O o e f
lead group. The lead and low elements made their PFF runs on the marshalling

yards at Koblenz, dropping at 1340 1/2 hours. All pictures show the target 1046

with no ground detail. With their work done,

the three elements turned toward home and BOOK YOUR REUNION
retraced their route back to the channel and
across on a course that led them north of Lon{

don, over St. Albans, and on into Thurleigh. It HOTEI— RESERVATIONS

was over the St. Albans area that tragedy i
struck. Hyatt Regency Crystal City

Paul Reiouxoés crew iln the &S caltheHyatt directig make hgtel reservations
yim Tariey lover “ine iln c1-888-421-1489e0m 14402-592-6464

fire in the nose.o At the t iAéR?oeré?heBonfbbr%LYﬁrebnibn rét&:e

rear were gathered fogether with Colvin $99.00 Single or Double Roonds All One Price
Sheom, the waist gunner, and the radio operat

tor, Herman Kaye. Jack Persac had just come
up from the ball turret, and John Perry joined FLY INTO REAGAN NATI ONAL AIRPORT. THE
them, crawling through the tunnel from the tail | HYATT REGENCY HAS A FREE AIRPORT SHUT-

gun position. =~ Persap saidTiEhmyERYPWENTYMINUTE S.

™ remained at our stations until the aircraft
Paul Reioux, left, and Billcrossed the channel and reached England, the

Daniel, right. Jack Persac Hiswe gathered in the waist area to wait for land- FOR REUNION DETA"_S, SEE PAGE 7

torical Collection i ng at Th ur Costinugdon page 5

(9]

>




A K-17 camera deployed at the waist gun
position somewhere over occupied
Europe. 306th BG Historical Collection.
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Obituaries

To ALL, from 308" Secretary Barbara Neal:
Youdl | see that sadl ¥
what some fellows did after Thurleigh. Please |
me know a bit of what YOU (or your loved vet

have done since. AND regarding your mat¢s As President, | am happy to use this
back in England, if any of you can please shareinterim report to youto tell you your
with me a copy of youf 3athBGATEEnuep t vé a5 wésRwly
give me names of all the fellows from your ag- make contact with members of the ex-
signment who you can recall, that would help go tended families that comprise the wha@sth. Mrs. .
much. (If you can also recall where any of thefn Em Christianson,the member of the Beard of Directors I\.thihe
came from that helos com[nltt e Chfll’WO ancif tlhe Poect Stay C, nnecé[ ed reports ust
. ' p Abolit v ryone of the many calls 1o you ¥1II séemd happy
sure we have info for each man, dead or alive, 01 iher family members who were attached to the 306th. Em will be at
our 308" Archives. Thanks for any help. (Cal| October reunion and will be happy to meet you and get to know you
or write i my contact info is on page 2 of every Also, at the Oct. reunion, | will tell you at the General Meeting, the
Echoes.) details of our joining the 8th Air Force Historical Society in the near
Please send the Association details of deaths future. The final detailsyhatever we do, is the work of our future leag
or complete obituaries, if available, includin

ership team.
city, state, and name of publication for any pulbp-
lished obituary. Having the publication infom
tion in our 308 Archives will assist generation
yet to come. Further, the secretary would
glad to receive and filéor future Echoes use
any information important to include in futurg
obits for anyone wishing to provide such advang
information. Send all obituasgertinent info to:

4

not hi a

11
—

Greetings,

the

About our present leadership, | would like the membership to kndqw
we have been without a Vice President for the past few months due

e our very capable VP having to withdraw entirely from duties becaus
of the health of her immediate family. Judy Hermley is a highly effi-
cient person and is sorely missed aspmbaking for the entire 306th

e family, wishing her God's wishes for health and happiness. Thank y
Judy for all the assistance you so graciously provided the 306th the

many years.

%

e

Barbara Neal

P.O. Box 682530

Park City, UT 84068530
secretary@306bg.org

It is hoped to see many of you at the October reunion in Washing
ton, D.C. Please consider making your reservations with the forms and
data supplied in this copy of the Echoes. Hope to see you in Octobgr.

Shel Beigel

The secretary has learned of the following President

deaths:
Bliss, Nathaniel L, 369" pilot and cepilot (Kurt A Ahlstrom crew when downed), died 13 Mar 09 in Seattle, WA, at 86.
He arrived at Thurleigh 3 Apr 44 and was downed a week later, 11 Apr, on the mission to Stetten. First Over Germany
covers that mission, and the miraculous survival of the entire crew though th&ireBploded. He was POW at Stalag

Luft 1 BarthVogelsang. No survivor info.

Bushell, Gerald F, 423 tail gunner (Edwin Schoenbachler crew, though not with that crew on 21 Nov 44 when Schoen
bachlerés crew was downed on the Merseberg mission),
Loraine, died 29 May 2009, also in Palatine, IL.

Caldwell, Kendrick C, 423 Sq (engineer, Russell G Haring crew), died 20 Jan 09 in Waynesville, NC, at 88. His crew
arrived at Thurleigh 27 Mar 45. Kendrick is buried at Gatrgittrest Cemetery there. No survivor info.

Crooks, Robert Benjamin, 423 ball turret gunner (Robert N Horn crew), longtime Roanoke, VA resident, died 15 Feb
2008, at 88. He enlisted 9 Nov 40 at Richmond, VA. The crew arrived at Thurleigh 15 May 44; his pilot completed his
tour 12 Aug 44. Crooks6é6 USVA mar ker at Blue Ridge
Forces in WW II wi f e, Ni na Gray, preceded

Crooks®o hi
Daniel, Robert (Bill) W., 423th cepilot, died 10 Jul 10 in San Luis Obispo, CA at 86. See cover story in this issue on
his last mission from Thurleigh. After the war he graduated from the U of Kansas with a degree in Business Administra-
tion. Daniel recovered from polio in the early 1950s. He had a long career with F8dactbre x i n Call
wife, Patricia, preceded him in death in 2001. He is survived by 3c, 4gc, 6ggc.

Diffendaffer, Clifford A, 423%ball turret gunner (Joseph R Clark crew), died 11 Feb 2007 in Nampa, ID, at 81. He flew
35 missions from Thurleigh. Pestar he wor ked first as a watch repai
in 678 as System Project Speciali st. Hi s second
They were survived by their 4c from his first marriage, and 7c from her first marriage, numerous gc and ggc.
Gassman, Lawrence W367" pilot, died 6 Oct 09 at Lincoln, NE. He arrived Thurleigh 29 Jun 44 and completed his tour
in Oct 44. He was preceded in death by his wife Isabelle on 4 Oct 08, and by 2s. Survived by 3d, 9gc, 3ggc.

Greene (formerly Greenberg), Irving |, 369" navigator (Raymond Braun crew), died in Sarasota, FL, 13 Jun 10, at 86.
He arrived at Thurleigh 17 Jul 44 and completed his tour in Dec 44, having flown his missions on Sleepy Time Gal.
and Vivian married in 45. Posta r he was Senior VP of Swank, Il nc,
Defamation League in Boston and was an avid bridge player all his life. His wife, Vivian, died in Jun 03. He is survived
by 2s.

Hingston, Thomas Harry, 449" Sub Depot ground crew, of Lynn, MA, died 24 Oct 09 at 89.-Rasthe spent over 32

wi f e,

He

years as a sheet metal worker and supervisor at the Boston Naval Shipyard. He was predeceased by 1d. He is survived b

his wife of 67 years, Ruby, 1s, 5gc.
Longworth, James F,airplane crew chief (Sq & crew unknown), of Wapakoneta, OH, died 26 May 10, at 87. He served
in the US Army Air Corps from 10 Oct 42 to 25 Apr 46.
OH. He was a life member of the Wapakoneta VFW Post, with whom he served on the Honor Guard Funeral Detail. He
was an avid golfer and pitched fast pitch softball. He was preceded in death by his wife of 36 years, Betty Louise, 29 May
91. He is survived by 5c and 1 step6gc, 6 stegc, 4 stepggc.
Ossusky, Herbert Raymond,369" navigator (Kurt A Ahlstrom crew when downed), died in Orlando, FL on 6 May 07, at
89. On the 11 Apr 44 mission to Stetten, he and the entire crew miraculously survived thoughi theipbded. POW,
held at Stalag Luft 1 Bartkiogelsang. He retired from the USAF as Major, having served in Korea after WW II. They
moved from NY to Orlando, FL in 1961 and sold real estate for 20 years. He was a life member of the American ex
POWs and the Military Officers of America Association. When he died, he was survived by Ann M. his wife of 61 years,
3d, 7gc, 5ggc.
Reioux, Paul Jerome,423 pilot, died 25 Jul 10 in Maui, HI at 89. He flew 29 missions. See cover story in this issue on
his last mission from Thurleigh. After World War Il he became an electronics engineer, retiring from Cubic Corporation
in California. In 1986 he settled in Maui, HI where he lived until his death. He is survived by his wife of 64 yeans, Ailee
7c, 3 gc.
Sutton, Kenneth Edward, 423 radio operator (Harold Fossum crew), of Maryvlle, TN, died 26 Apr 08, at 84. He enlisted
10 Dec 42; his crew arrived at Thurleigh 3 Apr 44. As a T/Sgt, he completed 35 missions. He was preceded in death by
his wife of more than 63 years, Mildred, on 18 Feb 07, and by 1d. Survived by 1s. No further info.

Obituaries continued on page 3
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Obituaries continued from page 2

= Wade, Robert C,423 (unknown assignment), is dead. Sadly 12 men of this exact name are in the WW Il Enlistment records, none of widnornlistevhere
Mrs. Robert C Wade, his widow (below) died in the Chicago area. This is an example of how knowing where he was fraM\bBfaveuld help now. His name is
not indexed in any of the 3B@naterial seen to date. We only know that he died sometime before 2006, since Carmela was listed by then as a widpwe Bdksibl
Robert C Wade buried in Burr Oak Cemetery in Alsip, Cook County, IL, who died 10 Jun 1995, but since no year of bikahléesfavahat buried man, it is unknown
whether he was born before or after WW 11.

= White, Loyd Parks, 369 engineer (Clifford Tinkham crew), died at Farmville, VA on 5 Aug 08, at 84. His crew arrived at Thurleigh 24 Decpllé; dinmtkham de-
parted 27 Apr 45, having completed his tour. S/Sgt white was quite an aviation enthusiastarPesgraduated from Empotsate College and taught at Randolph
Henry High. He was the owner and operator of the Floor Shop in Farmville before retiring in 92. He was a member o €hgbl idmerican Legion, and charter
member of Heritage Baptist Church, where he served as Deacon. At his death he was survived by his wife of almostyeestiv&diemarie, 2c, 5gc, 2 steg,
49gc, 5 stefmgc

« Woodruf f, E| wo 868" navigton @ynShbok crew), lifelong resident of Hillsboro, IL, died 14 Apr 2010, at 89. His crew arrived at Thurlegh 27 F
45. He worked 44 years at Eagle Pitcher Company, retiring as maintenance superintendent. He was a member of theVaWbP8griags and St. Agnes Catholic
Church in Hillsboro. His wife of 68 years, Lorraine, preceded him in death on 27 Oct 09. She had worked at the AS@$litiftlo@ro in the 1950s and was an ad-
ministrative assistant to the first five administrators of Hillsbhoro Area Hospital until her retirement in 1987. Theyieed &y 1d, 2gd, 2ggc.

+ Woods, Robert E, 369 pilot (& copilot, Loren E Hubbell crew) died at home in Titusville, FL, on 14 Mar 2010, at 88. He arrived at Thurldigt %3 and com-
pleted 35. He continued with the Air Force, completing numerous missions as a rescue pilot in Korea, and C124 fligétrsaimo Me retired at Hunter AFB in Sa-
vannah, GA, as MATS Wing Safety Officer. In 66 he moved to Titusville and worked for NASA Safety during the Apollo aledp&greams. While at NASA he
contributed to the Space Center Newspaper with a c afGhaad ofClristlsénend asddgléaded, n D a
teacher, preacher, deacon, and elder. His first wife of 50 years, Love, died in 1992. He is survived by his wife ofP8, yeassc, 8gc, 2ggc.

306" Family:

= Barberis, Grace, died 12 Jun 10 at her home in Bridport, VT, at 77. She was widow of Daniel J (423 navigator, Jim Leach crew; Dan dig@dbp4 $tw/was a

graduate of VT College Montpelier, and catalog assistant at Middlebury College Library, retiring in 91 after 38 yeagse&loa snany Republican committees; was

a Justice of the Peace in Middlebury; and was | i st ed AsgrtiatidMh AnrterscanWbdoCrossnand me r i
Porter Hospital Womenbés Auxiliary; wlaised the hdmeraedagarden shanffor thie go@hhneér ofrCgmmieraen $he Tr u s
volunteered at three museums, and was a life member of four Granges. She was a member of the Congregational Chuehawdiereesh t he Womenoés
served as secretary and deaconess, and worked at church bazaars, dinners, and luncheons. She was a member of MiddietyuBh@usi@and enjoyed traveling.
Survivors include 2 step, 2 stepgc.

Bergener, fiNano diea 83Magl0 B GitbérteAZ,ansd., She was widow of Wilford N {3piot who died 29 Oct 99). In 44 she met the love of

her life, Wilf, at a USO Dance in Ontario, CA, and married him. After the war, during his career as United Airlinesrepeeatiager, she managed operations at

home while they reared 3c and saw them all graduate from college. When he retired they moved the family to UT, his beanjaiydsettied in Salt Lake City. In

95, they moved to Gilbert, AZ, where he died after 55 years of marriage. Survived by 3c, 6gc, 12ggc.

» Blakemore, Helen C,died 9 Jul 08 in Wichita, KS, at 76. She was widow of Glenn A'{@8igineer, Clarence Fischer crew, and POW from Lorient mission 6 Mar 43
iSweet Pead downing with Capt J o h n -TichoR,yfanmerly Heydekruga Bomehnaaid, Prussiam@ved ta Weablgelin [Bei f t 4
Ludwigslust, & to Usedom Bei Savenmunde). Buried at IOOF Cemetery in Tonkawa, OK with Glenn, who died 30 Oct 97. Sutsj\&gtb

Bradbury, A Pedg e dM&r Agprret0,8 at University Hospital in Salt L"Skton @mplegmen)UT, a

She first married in 50, and had 3c by Jim Fitzpatrick, who died in 67. A born saleswoman, Peg spread her talentcanesgsaenaluding when the ski resort began

at Park City she and her brother opened AThe Buc ke topmerdirectorooha pNaté scho® inthe e t ;

area; and as a travel agent. In 86 she married Brad, the flyfishifgyiag owner and president of the First National BahEvanston, WY. They traveled the world

and built warm friendships in Salt Lake, Evanston, and Rancho Mirage, CA. They shared a passion for games of gin, aau alid news consumer, a fervent De-

mocrat, and a member of the Roman Catholic Church. She served on boards and as volunteer for several organizatigrnh, éclu@at hol i ¢ Womenés

Salt Lake Art Center, and the Utah Museum of Fine Arts. She was preceded in death by 1gd; survived by her husbanqyBiad, 2cd76 s 2 d 6gc, 3ggc.

Brizzi, Madalyn Harriet, died 9 Feb 09 at 83 at their home at The Villages in San Jose, CA. She was wife of Cafl Ba(B&8ret gunner, John Coyne crew). She

received her BA from Bob Jones U, Masterdés degree fr oBiateSh Shewassa dediGated ddaca- U , e

tor for 37 years, teaching preschool through college, with 26 of those years spent as teacher or administrator in atght et@imas for San Jose Unified Schools.

Moving to Jonesboro, AR in 72, she taught the teacher education program at AR State U for six years. On their retuemtG@Aadnt78, she finished her career

teaching gifted students in El Toro. Following retirement, they returned to San Jose, where she enjoyed her familgftartBafver arranging, decorating, singing in

The Chapel choir, and life in general at The Villages, where she helped found the Convalescent Hospital Ministry. vBtesl ibys@arl, 4 steg, 9gc, 2ggc.

« Garrison, fiHattdieed HarJiumt®8 JiameTucson, AZ, at 79 after a |"eoggljer HaynesiBaatit | e w
crew on fABegin the Beguineo). She was an original me mbsénrand @it Pepih leadeSswétieet A d ¢
male Barbership singers in Tucson. She was a longtime employee of Southern AZ Bank and Trust, and First Interstatengaask Operations Officer. She met the
love of her life in 47 and she and Jerry married 6 Feb 48. Jerry, Chief Master Sgt USAF and Hattie traveled to hisdifj@areents in the US, South and Central
America, and London, England where he retired after a full USAF career. Survived by her husband of 60 years, Jer@gdc, 6gc,

+ Houser, Doris, died 4 Nov 09 in Des Moines, IA, at 88. She was widow of Robert N"(B&8igator, Henry Dryar crew, and longtime treasurer of oul’ 6 asso-
ciation). Bob died Mar 07.

» Lewis, MarjorieH, di ed at her home in Baton Rouge, LA on 20 Jul 08, a bnB8&8ks lewis, &r a |

(369" pilot, POW 14 Feb 45 when downed in the Dresden mission, held at Stalag Luft 3SaganBavaria & moved to Nurembekgngwasser). She was preceded

in death by her husband soon after WW I, from bulbar polio on 17 Sep 48. She was also predeceased by 1d. She wa#/\/rilesedicontinued her education

throughout her life with degrees in nursing from Charity Hospital School of Nursing in Shreveport, Loyola U in Chicagoyiditha U (now U of LA Monroe), and

LSU. She was an active member of The Church of Jesus Christ of-dayt&aints, which she served in many ways through ths.yezhe is survived by 3c, 16gc,

25ggc. She is buried with her husband at Arlington National Cemetery (Section 11, Site 373 SH), where it is hoped fémywilebe able to visit their grave in

Oct and attend our 3#&Reunion in DC.

Morabith, Frances, died 5 Jul 06 in Strongsville, OH, at 82. She was wife of Paul A"(868 i | gunner, c¢crew of MAChrisdo Mauri ce

Paul, 3c from her earlier marriage, 8gc, 4ggc.

Schafer, Wanelda A,a native of ND, died 16 Aug 09 at her home in The Dalles, OR, at 86. She was wife of EarleVgil@23 She and Earle married at Twenty

Nine Palms AFB on 27 Nov 43, and they moved every ten weeks across the country until she returned home to ND when ghippaivedtat Thurleigh in Dec

44). A gifted homemaker, during his career in school administration, she fixed up houses in four states before tledydwilthibme in the Flathead Lake, MT area,

where they lived for 22 years. She was a talented artist, having won more than 200 ribbons at county fairs. Theybleaverdagtlactive in their church. She is sur-

vived by Earle, 3c, 6gc, 3ggc.

Schultz, Arlene E,died 12 Mar 10 in Waunakee, WI, at 87. She was widow of Wilmer GYgR6t; he died 8 Sep 89). They married 6 Sep 43. She was a lifelong

member of Zion Evangelical Lutheran; her flowers and lawn were her pride and joy. She was predeceased by 1s andsliysyethdys3c, 8gc, 4ggc.

Shuller, Joanna, died 22 Jun 10 at their home in McAlester, OK, at 91. She was wife of Dr. Thurman Shull®G@0p Surgeon). She graduated from Arkansas

State Teachers College (now U of Central AR at Conway) with a major in chemistry, and for three years taught sciengghiscAdols. During WW II, she was a

chemist in an ammunition manufacturing plant at Jacksonville, AR. After it closed she was with the US Public HealtmS#&wioe AR. After the first two years of

marriage, when she and Thurman lived in New Orleans for his residency, they made their permanent move to McAlesterimeiradtared pediatrics and she was

a homemaker with four young children. When their youngest was in junior high, she got an additional degree in librarysuiéhof OK and served as a school

librarian until retirement age. In retirement she served the Pittsburg County Genealogical and Historical Society, éhiewhilone of the organizers 30 years ago,

and served many years as the original librarian and organizer of their extensive material, as well as regularly helgidgintsipersonal research. She was active in

her Methodist church as childrends Sunday school t e aentioepleadenadd synamertchmpconni n's e |

selor;andasa5pear member of the CD chapter of PEO, an i nt e rssuaived byrher hushamd mfebhyeas, p hi |

Thurman, 4c, 2gc, 3ggc.

# Smith, VivianG,di ed 12 Oct 08 in Lowvill e, NY, 4 pilot)9 Bhey metSnhie whaneQdlie was Stationem fat PiBehGamd (ow O
Ft Drum) and married two years later when he got his wings. She was a school librarian for 27 years, and very acto@rimthedy. They loved to dance, and trav-
eled all over by car, motor home, plane, and ship. She was predeceased by 1gc. In addition to her husband of 65 gealsft@te4gc, 3ggc.

» Steiger, Ada,died 23 Feb 10 in Upland, CA, at 83. She was widow of Clifford 43®t). She was very active with her church, and crocheted many gifts for our
military men and women and their babies, as well as many families in need. She was preceded in death by her firstdhesbBadseR in 86, by her second hus-
band, Clifford in 04, and by 2c. She is survived by 4gc, lggc, and 3gc CI

Obituaries continued on page 4

+
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-, | s TR o . Obituaries continued from page 3
\ AR EPRRTELT ; REITEICINT : « Wade, Carmela, long-time resident of Hoffman Estates, IL, died 6 May 09, at 82.
(havioed dhy 1, 1343) iad mﬁf@ “ll"—f% She was widow of Robert C Wade (see above'2after her funeral mass, she was
p.olas = ,.;.,.‘-’,,"_ A Do ST ¢ e . buried at St Michael Cemetery, Palatine, IL. She is survived by their 3c, 5gc. Dona-
— T (a)n- : tions to the Alzhei mero6s Association we,|
ATPE T ."ﬁ'&—.‘ﬁg""‘% _L—.H_E ;xuﬁ- e Weed, Essie Maepf Midland, GA, died 17 Oct 09, at 86. She was widow of Robert
e o *“Ecm ~ ,,‘.:l;g: E Weed Sr (367 unknown assignment), her husband of 62 years. Robert died 22 Dec
“POSONEL L 11 07. Survived by 2c, 4gc, 2ggc.
wof | Ses “;"r;:ﬁ"‘ "’n:;" S T ",.f;_; ",.','__" « Wissenback, Jacquelinedied 9 Apr 08 in Issaquah, WA, at 81. She was widow of
riret) 0:“ 'T-' w ";" Darwin H (367" top turret gunner, James Stewart crew, & POW from Romilly mis-
T _M.' sion of 19 Dec 42 downing with crew of John R McKee; held at Stalag 17B Braunau
t Gneikendorf Near Krems Austria). Darwin died 24 Oct 03.
A . + Woellner, Susan Ellen,died at 72 in Glendale, AZ on 11 Nov 09, after showing great
i ! courage in an insufferable period fight
| Di sease) . She was wif e™pid). Be magh& efrfourE d wi
: and 6adoptived mother of seven, she was
T — national norprofit organization, and writer. She and her husband traveled to many
- countries taking considerable quantities of needed goods and providing services for
if-"-a‘-‘er-_f')}’ih star\{in_g native children and wid_ows. They visited many cpuntries in a private status,
providing a remarkable world view and better understanding of world events. It was
. “iring (";""’ (32) her desire that science may learn more to prevent others suffering this dread nerve
(u) Ak Vveent mﬁ" (8) disorder. Survived by her husband Dave, eight of the next generation, 22gc.
o b ﬂ"-'cr 4#' ih) — i s« Zach, Marjorie L, died 4 Oct 08 in Sidney, IA, just before age 86. She was widow of
“'"“""':':'_n To. - RobertK (428wai st gunner, Ferman fAJacko Mill e

* PILOT #oMAr (et ter %40 of vu woeldont)

yims
ll tM instrusent Slow less 8 a
] i .ﬁzga ot W 1avs 18 v, — T
un % Bight iae lust 0 aeuthe 10280
u rmt SThss _ (46) Wight time lsst 39 daye Ty

?5 = AIPOUAPY Mu:s =

T D.J [NED PARTS
{ niroralt m

47) eagin.(o)

(49) napu"n

(58) Wiethar at 'l tise of weidral

r_rnn_m<m =T W
51) Taa tyo A1t Tlylny oo lpstrussats ot thy tlme of .ooldemt o

£2) Cloard Tro_par gte 1Y 0 (83) Tepur gea LXP4) Kind of slaranes

(1) e betYe el mﬂ l »
LIS '-—'"“'“_Ilu ia n ﬁ!; - &_M;__'_-_
Y_AuTHOT ——
jILIX. o il -tie

(87) Saas f wreidunt 200¢ satert
- AACLALLTA ASA alalsmeci o soegllota - -
_—._.;&‘

sTY'Q "

§-Bp= pL= 0k

R ETRICT T 1

- [ KMAED

s, S

Clockwise, from upper left: 1) The Report of Aircraft Accident form for the
Reioux crash (see story on page 1,5), required on all aircraft losses over non
combat territory. The form includes some interesting information on the crew, the
pil ot and the aircraft. Notice that L
remained in the hospital about six weeks, the same for pilot Paul Reioux. 2) wreck-
age of the Cho@-Suzy is scattered across the woods at Garston, not far from the
Ovaltine Plant where most of the crew came down. 3) another shot of the wreckage
of aircraft 42107055. Notice that there is debris and fallen trees where parts of the
aircraft came down. The aircraft was completely destroyed in the explosion and
crash. No crew was aboard the aircraft at the time that the plane came to ground.
These photographs are dated the day after the crash, but other records indicate the
photographer was at the crash site on the 28th, just an hour after the plane came
down.

Visit the 306th Website

DONATIONS FOR THE
306TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION

Those who are able are asked to make an annual contribution to keep everything running smoothly in our Association. There are no duesd so your gift is
needed to support the 306th operations. Your gift is tax-deductible.

Name

Send to:
Street and No. Joel LaBo, Treasurer
306th Bomb Group Association
875 S. Worth
City, State & Zip Birmingham, Michigan 48009

Telephone No. 306th Unit

Date

Email Address
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General Purpose/High Explosive Bombs

The standard bombs used by the 8th Bomber Command from September 191}
the five General Purpose types: the M30 100lb, M31 300lb, M43 500lb, M44 10§
and M34 2000Ib. Generally, 500Ib, 1000Ib, and 2000lb bombs were carried for|ir§
trial targets and the others for airfields. The 8th Air Force used 1000lb and
bombs for attacks on submarine pens, but these had little effect on the vast ¢
fortifications that sheltered the-hbats. Most of the damage was done to the

rounding port area. : .
The General Purpose (GP) bombs U . " R .
in the early missions were fitted wi " s ;‘%, 7
quarter second delay tail fuses with |aRyjye photographs showing Koblenz following the attack on the afternoon of 28 De-

extra tenth of a second fuse in the NOSE. Wmber 1944. 306th Bomb Group Historical Collection.
a report, in December 1942, after the faid

on Lille, it was calculated that 30% of thehim, Talley saw Olshewitz just as the fire was spreading and never knew that the
bombs dropped had failed to explode pesombardier did not have a parachute. Olshewitz, the only married man on the crew,
cause the arming mechanisms had frgzzgnu mped wi t hout a parachute and fell @Ali
up after being exposed the damp condto die that day.

tions on the airfields overnight. Standard Paul Reioux, at the controls through all of this, knew that he had to maintain level
Operating Procedure was soon changed $iight or his crew would be trapped as the plane fell out of control. The fire spread to
that fuses were installed just before takehe flight deck within a few minutes and Reioux suffered terrible burns on his hands
off. Eventually, to avoid accidents |inand face. Still, he remained in the left seat until everyone was out. He eventually
landing, fuses were to be inserted onlgtumbled down to the exit and bailed out. At this point all nine men have left the
when the bombs were securely fixed intaircraft and some of the crew have already reached the ground.

the aircraft. 2nd Lieutenant Leslie H. Harshell, the offiesfrthe-day at nearby #1402 Army

& In 1943, a new set of GP bombs werir Force Base Unit, received a call about the crash. This is his account of what
3 & produced: the M57 250lb, M64 500|b,happened next:

‘.-‘* M65 1000lb and M66 2000lb. These fac- AAt 1610 hours | received a call to re
g "‘ counted for most of the bombs dropped int flying control | was advised by a flying control officer that a plane had crashed in
1§ the final year of the war. In January 1945the Abbotts Langley vicinity and that crew members were scattered thru the Kings

- experts recommended 250lb GP bombs ticangley section around the Ovaltine plant.
be used against synthetic oil plants, @am- Accompanied by the Corporafl-theGuar d and two MPOs, I
munition dumps and oil storage faciliti¢s.Ovaltine plant where | found five crew members. Lt. Talley, the navigator, was
the 100lb bomb was recommended [foburned about the face and hands and had been given first aid. One of the EM

-

== attacking railway yards and runways. (enlisted men) of the crew had a sprained ankle, others were all right. A British am-
369th BS armorers taking a break at th . bulance was standing by and at my request, removed the injured navigator and EM to
bomb dumb and gathered around a zogbncendlary Bombs Bovingdon Airdrome SSQ for treatment. Then we proceeded to #157 Tom Lane,
Ib bomb. Originally, the only incendiary bomips Abbotts Langley to investigate the report of a body. Upon our arrival we found that a

available were the British 250Ib and 500Irew member had fallen, without parachute, into the garden behind this home at

models filled with a rubber/gasoline mix, but in November 1942 the AmgricdPut 1540 hours and died within 20 minutes. The body had been removed by the
M50A1 41lb magnesium bomb was added to the arsenal. It was packed in 100jb ¥@&ford Borough Ambulance to the Peace Memorial Hospital in Watford. We then
ters which had a tendency to open prematurely, disperse too widely and cause|ddf{ggeed to the Ovaltine Plant in Kings Langley where we found another British am-
to other planes in the formation. In January 1944, the US 8th Air Force used th¢ S8gffice which had brought in two more men, theiéat, Lt. Daniel with neck burns

M17 cluster which had better ballistics and a prime cord release that could bg s¥tdgnother EM. This ambulance removed Lt. Daniel and the remaining four EM to

give correct disbursement. This became the most favored and effective incgnfi@¥jngdon Airdrome SSQ. The crew members sent to Bovingdon SSQ were: Lt.
bomb among the bomber groups. Talley, navigator; Lt. Daniel, epilot; S/Sgt. Persac, S/Sgt. Sheorn, S/Sgt. Perry, T/

Sgt. Kaye, and S/Sgt. Price.

High explosive and mce_ndlary _bombs fell through th_e ar in varing traject_orles A me of these crew members told me that they were returning home to AAF Sta-
thus an accurate attack with a mixed load was very difficult to aim. For this reasaon

. L . : ; |on’ft111 from a completed mission ir18 2107055 when, at about seven to eight
time lag tables were used to indicate the release interval times of the different typgs o . ; . )

. X ousand feet, fire suddenly broke out in the nose of the ship and rapidly spread thru
bomb. Eventually, factors such as wind speed and altitude were also taken ntQ lon . : X ;
count out the ship. The pilot ordered the crew to bail out. Nine men were aboard and all

bailed out. Eight chutes opened and these men floated down. One man was reported
Reioux continued from page 1 to have dropped like a bullet sans chute.
They heard nothing more for a few minutes until the bulkhead door leading to théf t er taking care of the needs of the
bomb bay suddenly burst open as John Price, the engineer, kicked it open frorthgnherash. We found the wreckage strewn thru a wood in Bucknalls Lane in Buck-
other side. With him came lots g nalls Garston. Captain Robbins, the Air Inspector accompanied by photographers,
black smoke so the men mo MP officer, ordnance men, and others were already present. We posted a guard over
quickly to get their chutes on a the wreckage and returned to the Ovaltine Plant in Kings Langley to see if any other
get ready to bail out. reports had come in. Then we drove to the Peace Memorial Hospital in Watford
Aiwhen | ¢l i mb where we were advised that the pilot, Lt. Reioux, had been brought in there with face
at the beginni and hand burns and after first aid was given, he was removed to the 7th General U.S.
Persac expl aing Hospital. The body of the bombardier, 2nd Lt. Milton J. OlshwitZ18066, was in
parachute there in the waist a the morgue and Captain Robbins and | established identification thru AGO card on
and depend on Sheom to ma the body. We left the casualty ward and morgue about 1930 hours and returned to
sure it stayed there. There was base.
room in the ball turret for m The crashed plane was from AAF Station #111, 423rd Squadron, 306th Bomb
chute, so | had to leave it up abg ) , Group. Operations officer at that station was advised in detail by Capt. Robbins by
when | moved into my battle st = o 2100 hours. o
tion in the t UDatkeHersab, REidUWerd, posid at MsSbattle. Most of the crew stayed in the hospital one night and a truck from Thurleigh
soon as Price came through tBeyiiord the ball turret, at Dyerburg, Tennesse icked them up the next day for the return to base. Reioux and Talley remained in
bomb bay door, Persac made reagiring operational training, summer 1944, Jackhe hospital for about six weeks, recovering from serious burns. Neither flew again

to jump.  Cepilot Bill Daniel persac Historical Collection with the 306th. Talley recently said o

soon followed Price into the waist pened and never really was recognized |

area.. later Talley and others in the crew successfully petitioned for the the DFC on
Daniel later told authorities that RetioeuxNsyibgdtadrd .ri diHeg giodh i he bombwhdat e

ported a small fire, the next instant it was flaming in the astro dome, another secondvithat caused the fire? What really happened that day in the nose of th&Choo
was back in the cockpit. | started out of the right seat and decided the best wa$Way? Initial reports concluded that the cause of the fire was undetermined. When
was through the waist. | went through the bomb bay and yelled at the crew to baibote st i oned by investigators in early J
they bailed out and | followed. o started in the nose at an altitude of approximately 8,000 ft, cause either a short in a
Meanwhile in the nose, Jim Talley Wwaatcehd dmy fhfe (fglrev &)prarade lreaqptirdiiogal failr e |
my parachute up next to the drift meter. | grabbed it and it was smoldering and dAn 14 January 1945 Group Engineering Officer, J. W. Venable, Jr. submitted an
fire.o Using his hands, he patted tUhnes aftiirsef accdtora/nd eatotr & c hoend tthhee acchcuitdee nitg
harness. He exited the plane below the flight deck and hoped the chute would Jitgks, that either the bombardier or navigator placed or dropped a muff hand, electri-
The plane was at about 8,000 feet when the crew jumped, and Talley rememberegihaheated (supplied from British sources) on the oxygen line which runs around the
he fell about 5,000 feet and had to dig into his chute and pull out the silk and cé@se of the shin turret. The heat from Hand Muff evidently ignited the oxygen in line
Eventually the chute opened and he fNlbwalietld downshonthergebunéauphndi ndgenifn

yard of the Ovaltine plant. The British civilians who rushed up to me thought theth et el 'y destroyed, no compelling evider
was a German paratrooper. | had to use some good old American four letter wor@kdde sent forward no recommendations to higher authorities.
convince them that | was an American. 0

Still in the ChoeZ-Suzy, bombardier Milton Olshewitz always changed out of his
flight clothes as soon as the plane cleared the channel and at the time of the fire, was
dressed in his uniform without his parachute harness. By the time he reacted to the
fire, it was spreading rapidly and his gear and parachute were on fire. Standing near
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%:‘u—-.t-- Pebrary L3 1943,
e pigadiar General Prans srsetrang A d th
S | o round the
Denr Frosu,
S T et 3o ot elg hth air force
This 5 LAk has Jwat ooee 1" '(~. .:‘“ . ' n ---l,.. - l. . .
T o e, T, S Tt e Special Dispatch to the 306th Echoes
::-m.)'n._'.u:.::n:-.::::'h':',::f;:,'f g has r-m:::: your lu-{! matio s the femate. ;" shows thas
E.;.,.“_: B e b o e e e iy roesbrrdbrmerd =T+ gt et gioserpliy Loy
B Rt T o= Lo et o 4 e b wis thaater. i
»s . Thanks very sueh for your recent letter whieh was very Vernon L WI”IamS
R ” An00uragiags Tt Bears out tha bellef I heve had all aleng Historian
iyt Sy P, oyl -y Actinag R At
some nddttioml wﬂ and :.-rmm-u- et kindt o0 ) cting Reporter arge
. m’~“ o - o . . . .
e, 441 48 1%, i 190 A e e are st Greetings from Abilene, TX! Here is a brief up-
B e P date of upcoming events and items related tqd the
In the meantime, ﬁ\iﬂ‘“‘j&:”u"ﬁm. P g

Eighth Air Force that hopefully will be of interest
to you.
The Museum of the Air Force recently updated

the status of the ongoing restoration work on|the
Memphis Bellefirst reported in this column in the

Former Russell Strong Intern in Washington, |apri 2010 issue oEchoes
: . Dayton, Ohio. The sheet metal repairs to the
DC ResearChlng the 8th Alr Force aft fuselageand the sheet metalound the tail gun
position have been completed. The radial engines

' Lu!<e Tru>_<a|,' the f_|rst Russgll Strong Intern for_ the 306th Bomb Group Assog Fre still being restored and built up, and restoration
tion, is continuing his education at the University of North Texas working on a ) ) o
Masters degree in military history. He served the Association for two years pll the wheelsprake,and left inboard wing is in

was an important part of the East Anglia Air War Project during the four years ﬂ[}?}fogress.The baltturret is being assembled gnd

he studied at Abilene Christian University. Truxal graduated with a Bachelors de- . letioriThe left inboard wi has bek
gree in history in 2009. He wrote a number of significant articles for Echoeg fearing completon e_‘_e Inboar W'ng_ as begn
2008 and 2009. In early July Truxal wrote Dr. Vernon Williams about his reseafcompleted and the trailing edge of tight inboard

in Washington, D.C. this summer and attached two letters he found there that related to the 306th B%ﬂif is being installed. The landing gear has heen
above). .

ADr. Williams, | was in Washington recent | yinstalledsindgthnbpard wingsy Restogation faas L

at General Eaker's papers.have been going through the collection of documents that | photographstarted on the right and left outboard Winghee
while there. | found some items on the 306th from Eakdrese two letters are between General Frar

Armstrong and Eaker after Armstrong had take Fneéatl %?Pgl_ﬁsc?ndo?leatmﬁpe h%v_86bte%n, gon%raqc't e
Members of the 306th Bomb Group Association should feel proud of the valuable historical expageded. A fixture has been fabricated for the hori-

ence that the Association has provided to Luke and to all the young interns. Many of them have alrggflya| stabilizer so the skin can be removed to gain
moved on to graduate school, and | feel sure that some of our interns will soon take their place as sgholars ioThe f df | is bei
and historians in universities across our nation. They will be the next generation of authors wh ahifress to corrosiofi.he forward fuselage Is being

write the new military history, and it is important that they worked in the 306th archives during the ¢atilipped of miscellaneous interior items, gohastic

phase of their education. They carry with them the knowledge of the men of the 306th BG and thg, ; ;
that they played in securing the victory in Europe for our nation. And while these interns contribur:[@%!alla blastinghas b_een completed, amtrucwra_' .
greatly to our cause of preserving the history of the 306th BG, they, in turn, received unprecedented fRIrs are now being done. Items that are migsing

ing and understanding that continues to provide the foundation for their advanced studies. So the|lgggopeing fabricated with the help of Boeing blue-
of our work here at ACU is that the 306th lives on and their memory will never die. prints. The missing glycol heater and duct work|has

been fabricated and installed. Miscellaneous panels
and pieces are also being stripped for restoration.
Note: The originaMemphis Belle was on stafic
display in Memphis, Tenn., until October 2005} At
that time, it was transported to the museum where
it is now undergoing restoration. The-1B with
"Memphis Belle" markings seen at many air shows
is not the original aircraft.

Poole, Georgia. The Mighty Eighth Museum {s
currently working to compile a list of all those who
served in the 8th Air Force in World War Il. The
Museum has provided both an online submission
form and a pdf version that can be printed out{and
filled in manually. Families can submit the form
for deceased veterans and living veterans are Urged
to act today and send in your service information.
The web address for the form is:

http://www.mightyeighth.org/veteran_db.htm

To contact the museum for more information alpout
the Veterans Database Project or to request a|form
in the mail, write or call:

P.O. Box 1992
Pooler, GA 31322
Savannah, GA 31402
Phone: (912) 7488888, Ext. 108
FAX (912) 7480209




