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      For those who knew Harold Twing at Thurleigh, he was a good gunner 

and well respected as an air crewmen, one who could always be counted on 

in the heat of battle at 25,000 feet.  For generations of high school students 

in Amarillo, Texas after the war, they knew nothing about Twingôs World 

War II exploits.  Mr. Twing, as they called him, owned Twingôs Drive-In 

near Palo Duro High School on the north side of Amarillo.  For many he 

was a man to be feared.  Twing thought nothing of picking up an order of 

burgers and fries and delivering them himself to the car parked out front.  

While there, he made sure that everything was on the up and up.  If you 

parked at Twingôs Drive-In, usually you would have a great time with your 

friends and cruise on into the night down the main drag.  If Twing caught 

you doing something you shouldnôt, you knew that your parents would soon 

find out.  Twing didnôt need the police to maintain order at Twingôs.  His 

imposing personality generated respect and care.   Just like the drive-in de-

picted in the old Happy Days television series, Twing's Drive-In was the in 

place to be for high school students.  Now after forty or fifty years, these 

aging former high schoolers still like to talk about Twingôs Drive-In and 

ñdragging Polk Street,ò the main downtown thoroughfare in Amarillo.  And 

Harold Twing stories are never far from the subject of conversation. 

     ñTwingôs, I thought, was the coolest place,ò  remembered 1965 senior 

Don Taylor.  ñThe first car I bought was a beat up old ô52 Ford, and I could-

nôt wait until I could  go down and sit at Twingôs in my ô52 Ford.  It would-

nôt hardly start, but it was just the thing to sit there in your car and just be 

seen é.to have a car and people driving through and seeing your car.  

Twingôs, I donôt remember much about the food,  but I just remember that 

that was the place you wanted to be.ò 

     David Hall, president of the Class of 1965 at nearby Palo Duro High 

School, remembered Twingôs as a special place.  ñTwingôs was the place to 

be.  I remember going there to see girls, é.and eat.  I remember the vanilla 

cream Dr. Peppers we would get.  Now they just want to make you throw 

up, but then they were really good.  The hamburgers were good, the French 

fries were good, but you basically went there mostly for the socialization.ò  

After all these years, Hallôs memories of Harold Twing are still vivid.  ñIf 

Mr. Twing knew you by your first name, then that meant that you had been 

in trouble with him one or twice.  Unfortunately, he knew me by my first 

name (laughter).  

It must have been 

all those guys I ran 

around with.  It 

couldnôt have been 

me.ò 

     For Sherry 

Graff, memories 

of dragging Polk 

and making the 

run from Twingôs 

on the north side, 

downtown and 

back to Twingôs, 

remains  a mem-

ory just as if it 

were yesterday.   

ñOne of our worst 

fears was Mr. 

Twing, when we 

wou ld  s w in g 

through [Twingôs after dragging Polk Street], make the circle, and bless his 

heart, we feared Mr. Twing worst than we feared the cops at that time, be-

cause as you made the swing through Twingôs, Gary Greene inevitably put 

his bottle in some girlôs purse.  Mr. Twing would personally bring out his 

wonderful French fries and his cokes and check every girlôs purse in the car.  

If you were caught with it, mom and dad were called immediately and it 

was Billy bar the door.  . . . but those were the fun days.ò 

     A respected father image at Twingôs, Harold Twing remained silent 

about his World War II service with the 306th Bomb Group at Thurleigh 

near Bedford, England.  Quiet and unassuming, he had left that part of his life 

in the past.  Today, former students from Palo Duro High School are amazed at 

his wartime experiences and the contribution he made to the victory won over 

the skies of Nazi-occupied Europe.  It is a story that has recently been brought 

to light in the 306th Bomb Group Historical Project, currently underway at 

Abilene Christian University.   

     In 2005 Dr. Vernon Williams interviewed Jane Twing, Haroldôs widow still 

living in Amarillo.  In researching Twingôs Drive-In for a documentary 

Continued on page 3 

Ft. Worth Reunion Holds Some Special Promises 
     Take a look at the reunion schedule on page 7.  It includes special 

plans for tours, a history exhibits room, a World War II Cinema room, 

oral history interviews, a Second Generation meeting, a Twelve 

OôClock High dinner, a ladies breakfast, a Saturday night banquet that 

includes a special tribute to those veterans in attendance, a memorial 

service that will include a poignant tribute to the Fallen and a folded 

wings memorial, and the reunion ends with a Thurleigh Evening with a 

host of special activities, including the world premiere of a new film 

titled Thurleigh at War.  Call the hotel today with your reservations and 

mail in your reunion registration to Joel La Bo today.  See you in Ft. 

Worth! 

Left:  The original three carhops hired by Harold Twing in 1956.  Above, clockwise:  

S/Sgt Harold K. Twing with Red Cross personnel in front of the Bedford Red Cross 

Club, Bedford, England, circa 1943; Twing posing in front of his Niesen hut and crew 

bicycles in the 367th Bomb Squadron communal area, Thurleigh, England, circa 1943; 

Twing mixing up a milk shake at Twingôs, Jane Twing in the background, circa late 

1950s; and a stunning nighttime shot of Twingôs, circa 1965.  Courtesy Rocky Rock-

well, Jane Twing. 



     Please send the Association details of 

deaths or complete obituaries if you have 

them.  Please send obituary information to 

the secretary:   

  

 Albert McMahan 

 273 N. Peachtree St. 

 Norcross, GA  30071 

 anmcmahan@bellsouth.net 

Obituaries Received: 

Howard  Balcom, 367th pilot, died 18 Sep 08 

in Natick, MA. He served in the Pacific with 

the 7th Air Force, as a flight engineer, com-

pleted pilot training, joined the Group 1 Sep 

44 and completed 30 missions in Mar 45. He 

retired from New England Telephone with 36 

years service. He leaves his wife Jean, 2c, 

1gc. 

Joseph Casino, 368th navigator (Duane 

Clocksin crew), died 3 Oct 08 in Lakewood, 

NJ. He came to group 16 Feb 45, flew 25 

missions, and participated in the Casey Jones 

Project. He earned a MS in mechanical engi-

neering and worked for the Singer Co. He 

leaves his wife, Rose Mari. 

Merle Geving, 367th radio operator (Emmitt Sutherland crew), died 2 Apr 09 in Duluth, MN. He originated and operated 

Lakeside Transfer. He leaves his wife, Frances, 1c, 4gc, 2ggc. 

Clifford Langley,  369th tail gunner (Robert Riordan Crew), who replaced seriously wounded tail gunner John DeJohn, 

died 6 Apr 09 in Winchester, KY. On the 12 Dec 42 mission to Rouen, he was seriously wounded and downed the respon-

sible German fighter. He was formerly Vice President of Allen Construction Co. After retiring he was a cattle and tobacco 

farmer. He leaves his wife Shirley, 2c, 4gc, 4ggc. 

Irving Mills,  423rd tail gunner (one of Mother Careyôs Chickens), died 24 Oct 08 in Sonoma, CA. His plane was shot 

down on 14 Oct 43 mission to Schweinfurt, and he was a POW at Stalag 17B. He was survived by his wife, Joan, who 

passed away 17 Feb 09, 1c. 

Denzil Parker, 367th, died 5 May 03 in San Clemente, CA. 

Lawrence Romano, 527th, died 2 Feb 92 in Bronxville, NY. 

COL Maurice Salada, 423rd pilot died 5 Nov 07 in Dubois, PA. He joined the group at Wendover, completed 25 mis-

sions, was CO of the 368th, and Deputy Commander of the 306th. He earned a BS in Education and a MS in Public Ad-

ministration and retired as a high school principal in 1980. He leaves 3c, 5gc, 5ggc. 

N. Walter Schnurman, radioman, died 26 Nov 08 in Hicksville, NY.  After the war he worked for Grumman Aircraft, 

retiring in 1987 after 42 years with the firm. 

James Tricoglou, 367th tail gunner (Ben Peters crew), died 15 Feb 09 in Albuquerque, NM. He completed 34 missions in 

Jun 44, retired as a SMSgt from the Air Force in 1969 and the Post Office in 1980. He leaves his wife, Helen, 3c, 3gc, 

4ggc. 

John Watt, 367th gunner (Louis Matichka crew), died 26 Nov 08 in Maplewood, MN. On the 14 May 44 mission to Berlin 

his plane ditched off the coast of Sweden, and the crew was interned, He worked as a real estate assessor. He leaves his 

wife, Lucille, 1c, 1gc. 

Marvin Zahn,  368th gunner (Duane Clocksin crew), died 19 Apr 08 in Menominee Falls, WI. He came to group 16 Feb 45 

and completed 25 missions. He worked as an engineer and leaves 2c, 4gc. 

 

306th Family 

Joan Edwards, wife of 367th crew chief Williams Edwards, died 23 Oct 08 in Melbourne, FL. 

Muriel Foose, wife of 368th William Foose, died Jul 08.  During the war she made resistors for radios in Bedfordshire. 

Presidentôs 

Corner 
 
     Nearing the end of my  term as 
president of the 306th Bomb Group 
Association, I have ambivalent feel-
ings.  First, I am grateful to Dr. Vernon 
Williams and his competent, dedicated 
staff of student interns for their scanning and grouping digital 
copies of 306th historical materials.  Further they have main-
tained a high level of quality in organizing, composing and pub-
lishing the quarterly issues of the 306th Echoes.       
     As Reunion Chairman, Dr. Williams has planned and organ-
ized a varied and interesting program for the Ft. Worth Reunion, 
October 8 to October 12, 2009.  The Reunion program is set out 
on page 7 of this issue of Echoes.   
     When you read these comments, if you have not already 
done so, I request  that you immediately complete your Registra-
tion Form, mail it to our Treasurer, Joel LaBo, 875 S. Worth, Bir-
mingham, Michigan 48009 and call in your room reservation to 
the Dallas/Ft. Worth Airport Marriott South direct at 1-800-228 
9290.    

 

                                                                      John K. Hickey  

                                                                              President  
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306th Echoes is published four times annu-
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Echoes is mailed free of charge to all 
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1945.  Contributions in support of this ef-
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Above: British fire engine on display at the 

recent 40th Combat Wing Reunion festivities 

held at the 306th Bomb Group Memorial Mu-

seum at Thurleigh.  Ralph and Daphne Frank-

lin did yeoman work to provide extensive pub-

licity for the 306th Bomb Group and its history 

during the event, May 2009.  Photograph 

courtesy Ralph Franklin (see story on page 8). 

The crowds at the 306th Bomb Group Memorial Museum for the 40th Combat Wing Reunion in May called for extra tent space 

with special displays (also known as the marquee).  Ralph and Daphne Franklin  and their family outdid themselves.  Notice the 

large 306th banner from the Dayton Reunion in the back (courtesy of Rocky Rockwell) and along the left side, the historical dis-

plays from the Little Rock Reunion (courtesy Dr. Vernon L. Williams and the student interns from Abilene Christian University).   



 

 

   Visit the 306th Website 

www.306bg.org 

Save the Date 
May 30-June 7, 2010 

 

ñIôll Be Seeing Youò 

A Tour of the Airfields of the Mighty Eighth 
 

     Dr. Vernon L. Williams and the East Anglia Air War Project will be 

leading a tour of World War II England next summer.  Williams has spent 

the last decade working on Eighth Air Force film projects in East Anglia 

and brings much to this tour.  Follow in his footsteps, along the back roads 

of England and discover the people who lived near their ñYanksò during 

the war and encounter the airfields that remain scattered across the land-

scape of rural England.  There is much left of the ñcommunityò that devel-

oped between the Brits and the Yanks so long ago.  Soon to be the subject 

of the first book to come out of Williamsô decade-long research, join him 

in retracing the story of the 306th and many other bomb groups who flew 

their missions from these small villages and towns scattered across East 

Anglia and the Midlands. 

 All proceeds from the tour will benefit the East Anglia Air War 

Project and Williamsô efforts  to preserve the history of the men of the 

Eighth Air Force and their contribution to the victory won over the skies 

of Europe.  The East Anglia Project is the driving force behind the preser-

vation of the 306th archives and the work of 306th student interns at Abi-

lene Christian University.   This  tour will help fund their work. 

 

 London - Dover - Churchillôs Estate - Cambridge 

Airfields in the Midlands - Airfields in East Anglia 

Thurleigh Memorial Museum - Bedford - Norwich 

 

9 Days/8 Nights Tour:  $1890  

$800 Single Supplement 
Book your own flight. 

Flight and transfers not included. 

 

For more information, visit the tour website:  www.oldsegundo.com 

Or call Dr. Vernon L. Williams for additional details:  (325) 280-3399 

Correction 
     In the story on Cynthia and Thomas Boyd in the April Echoes, the 

caption published with the Clyde "Sparky" Cosper crew picture indi-

cated that George Roberts was the only crewman still living.  That 

statement was incorrect.  Thomas R. Hill is still alive and well.  So, 

news of his demise was ñgreatly exaggerated!ò  We would also like to 

correct first names for Hill and Kelly in that same caption.  The cor-

rect names are:  Thomas (not John) R. Hill and Eugene (not John) 

Kelly.  These corrections are courtesy of George Roberts. 

Twing continued from page 1 

 

film for the Class of 1965ôs upcoming fortieth reunion, Williams discovered 

that Twing had been a gunner at Thurleigh.  ñWhat a  small world it is.  I told 

Jane that I had just been to Thurleigh, and that I had recently released a docu-

mentary film on the famous 306th Bomb Group, so she got out Harold scrap-

books and photographs, and we had a great time traveling back in time to 

Twingôs war years.   It was stunning to see that his experiences added to my 

knowledge of the 306th, and that his photographs brought him into clear focus 

from across the years. 

     Harold K. Twing was a left waist gunner for the Kenneth A. Reecher crew.  

The crew assembled at Pyote, Texas and later went to Dalhart in the panhandle 

for additional crew training. By July 1943 the crew had arrived at Thurleigh 

and Twing flew his first mission on July 14th against aircraft assembly shops 

and airfield at Villacoublay.  The crewôs first taste of combat brought home the 

reality that training was over.  In the debriefing back at Thurleigh, the inter-

viewer recorded crew observations that just after dropping on the target, they 

witnessed a B-17 in the group lead with engine on fire going down.  It proved 

to be a sobering beginning.  From July 14, 1943 to February 28, 1944, Twing 

flew twenty-five missions over Nazi-held Europe.  He added both Schweinfurt 

missions (August 17 and October 14, 1943) to his list.  For Twing none of his 

missions were easy, and he soon found out that there were more enemies in the 

air than just German fighters.  Enemy anti-aircraft positions on the ground be-

low posed the greatest danger to the air crews, especially on the bomb run.  

And there was always the unexpected . . . .   

     On November 13, 1943 Twing received orders to fly a mission with Clyde 

ñSparkyò Cosperôs crew.  Although the weather was marginal, the takeoff was 

uneventful and soon the Flying Fortress named Miriam was circling high 

above the countryside as the group formed up for the mission to the Bremen 

submarine yards.  Before the formation could form, Cosperôs aircraft flew into 

a developing thunder cell and the Miriam went into a diving spin, out of con-

trol.  Cosper fought to regain control as the plane fell towards earth.  Pulling 

out of the spin, Cosper ordered everyone to bail out.  Twing left the ship by the 

waist position and the others followed quickly, fearful that the aircraft would 

break up.  While Twing and the other crew parachuted to safety, Cosper saw 

that the descent was leading the Miriam was headed directly towards Princes 

Left:  This portrait is inscribed to 

Harold from Mum.  This may have 

been the wife of a famous Bedford 

taxi driver, who was well-known to 

all 306th personnel.  Does anyone 

recognize her and can you provide 

a name?  Above: Harold Twing, 

circa 1943.  Below:  The River 

Great Ouse, Bedford.  

Risborough, a nearby town.  Determined to force the plane over houses in the 

community, Cosper stayed with the ship and barely cleared the roof tops and 

crashed in a field beyond.  The wreckage caught fire and blew up immediately, 

killing the pilot instantly.  Twing landed on the nearby Vale of Aylesbury, a 

large area of flat land found next to Princes Risborough.  He could see the 

burning wreckage in the distance, not knowing what Cosper had done to save 

the town.  Princes Risborough continues to the present day to celebrate Co-

sperôs heroism.  Twing never forgot the tragedy.  The mission ended before it 

started and did not count as an official mission.  Twing still had seven missions 

to go.        

     Flying with Lt. Fred Rectorôs crew as a replacement in December, all 

seemed routine on the flight into target.  During a crew radio check , the ball 

turret gunner and the tail gunner failed to respond.  Rector sent the top turret 

gunner, Charles E. Vondrachek back to Twing and John M. Elliott in the waist 

to investigate.  Twing checked on the ball turret gunner and found him uncon-

scious.  Twing used a portable oxygen bottle and revived him.  ñHe became 

hysterical, tried to fight, and I passed out once myself before I finally got him 

into the radio room,ò Twing reported.  As it turned out both victims had passed 

out ñfrom a lack of oxygen in the 50-below zero weather at 25,000 feet over 

Germany.ò  The two unconscious gunners were revived and placed in the radio 

room in blankets.  They soon recovered, and by the time the Flying Fortress 

returned to Thurleigh, they suffered no ill effects.  Lt. Rector declared that  

Twing, Vondrachek, and Elliott ñsimply brought two dead men back to life.ò 

     Early during his twenty-five missions, Twing shot down one German 

fighter, writing home that he had ñbagged his first Nazi and had a swastika 

painted under his window on the Fort[ress].ò    He ended his tour of duty with 

a Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal with four oak leaf clusters.  

Before the war, Twing had worked for Braniff Airlines, but Jane explains that 

it was a long time after the war before Harold would fly in a aircraft again.  

There was a reason why he never spoke of those days to his Palo Duro High 

School friends.  It was a hard journey, and for a time, one that he kept to him-

self. 

 



Poltava: The Shuttle Missions to Russia 
Charles Brazell 

Maynard Smith Intern  
Abilene Christian University 

   The World War II narrative is laden with stories of 

missions, campaigns, and operations that have received 

little attention in the public sphere.  Lost in the glory of 

more epic operations such as D-Day, the Battle for 

Britain, etc., are certain events that receive less atten-

tion but are essentially part of the WWII story. There 

are several U.S. aerial operations that fit this criterion, 

each one unique in its own right. Operation Frantic 

and the ensuing disaster at Poltava is one such episode. 

Far from being a success, Operation Frantic is widely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 considered both a military and political failure. 

      The year 1943 witnessed a turning point in the 

European Theatre of Operations. As the Soviet Union 

began to push Germany back on the Eastern Front, the 

United States and Britain began initial planning for 

what would become known as D-Day, the invasion of 

Europe at Normandy. On June 10, the RAF Bomber 

Command and the U.S. Eighth Air Force jointly issued 

Operation Pointblank, marking specific targets. In Sep-

tember, the USAAF higher command began research-

ing the logistics of running shuttle missions from Great 

Britain and newly controlled Italy to Russian territory. 

     The mechanics of a shuttle mission would be a 

variation on a regular mission from England to the 

target on the Continent and back to England. On a 

standard bomb mission, the bomber stream flies over 

the target, drops the bomb load, rendezvous with their 

formation, and heads back to home base. However, in 

a shuttle mission, the bombers make their bomb run 

but land at a different location from where they took 

off. For instance, in Operation Frantic, American 

bombers left Great Britain or Italy, and after dropping 

their bombs, landed at a base controlled by the Soviet 

Union in the East. There the Americans refueled, re-

plenished bombs, and embarked on another mission, 

which eventually returned them to their original base.  

     The U.S. saw multiple benefits for implementing 

shuttle missions to Russia.  Averell Harriman, U.S. 

Ambassador to the Soviet Union, and John R. Deane, 

head of the Moscow Military Mission, saw Operation 

Frantic as a means to set a precedent for Russian assis-

tance in fighting Japan, primarily in the use of bases in 

far eastern Russia. General Hap Arnold, chief of the 

USAAF, was the first to propose shuttle missions to 

Soviet-controlled territory.  For Arnold, the operationôs 

biggest benefit was a practical one, increasing the 

number of directions from which Germany could be 

attacked. He also saw Sweden, Turkey, Budapest, and 

Vienna (given its predicted capture by Russia) as pos-

sible bases to conduct future shuttle missions. Carl A. 

ñTooeyò Spaatz, chief of the Strategic Air Force, ini-

tially viewed Operation Frantic as unnecessary and 

preferred to expand the existing bases in Great Britain 

and Italy. In addition, he noted new long distance 

fighters nearing completion would assist and expand 

air operations from England.  However, Arnold soon 

convinced him that shuttle missions could increase the 

tempo and update the strategy against Germany. 

     After Operation Frantic was approved, a rough pro-

posal was presented by General John Deane to the So-

viet Union at a Moscow Conference of Foreign Minis-

ters in October 1943. Although Stalin agreed in theory, 

he cited several drawbacks to the operation, noting that 

the logistical requirements required to stage the shuttle 

missions would detract from the flow of Lend-Lease 

supplies from the Persian Gulf area. The American-

Soviet agreement called for Russian protection of the 

air base, and this provision jeopardized defenses else-

where in Soviet territory. Further, Stalin argued, 

USAAF personnel would not be accustomed to the 

frigid Ukrainian weather. Of course, this was nonsensi-

cal but revealed Stalinôs reluctance to comply with the 

USAAF requirements. Why Stalin agreed to allow 

American occupation of the bases is not certain, as 

extensive research of primary sources have given 

scholars no hint. One theory presented by Thomas A. 

Julian, suggests that Stalin did not want to ñgive the 

Western allies an excuse for postponing the long-

awaited ósecond front.ôò Julian points out that this ar-

gument is not a satisfactory explanation as Stalinôs 

motives and requires more study. He suggests the like-

lihood of more complex reasons. 

     It was not until March 1944 that Stalin gave his 

consent. During the four months, discussions centered 

on the details of Soviet support, the actual conduct of 

operations, and the location of the bases. There were 

numerous Russian stipulations. The USAAF requested 

the use of six bases; Stalin only granted three. The 

three Soviet bases were Poltava, Mirgorod, and Piry-

atin, all in the Kiev area of Ukraine. Poltava and Mir-

gorod were to be used to land the bombers, while Piry-

atin would serve as a base for the fighter escorts. Of 

the three, Poltava was chosen to be the center of opera-

tions for the remainder of the shuttle-mission project. 

It was at Poltava that Alfred A. Kessler, the command-

ing officer of Operation Frantic, orchestrated the op-

eration. An agricultural town with a population of 

130,000, Poltavaôs buildings had been razed during the 

German offensive. 

     The Soviet Union complicated progress. For in-

stance, the USAAF called for a preparatory team with 

a minimum of 2,100 people, but Russia allowed a 

maximum of only 1,200. Every aspect of American 

involvement was controlled and examined. When the 

initial echelon team of sixteen officers and six enlisted 

men were instructed to travel to Russia through Te-

hran, they denied entrance because they did not ac-

quire visas (which they were told they did not need). It 

was not until Stalin was permitted to build a similar 

shuttle mission base in Italy that he granted visas to the 

personnel needed to proceed to Ukraine. These are but 

a few examples of the restriction of freedom and fair-

ness applied to the USAAF throughout the course of 

Operation Frantic. 

     Even with the interference towards progress, the 

U.S. quickly staffed the three bases. The United States 

Strategic Air Forces in Europe (USSTAF) established 

a new Eastern command, headed by Colonel Alfred A. 

Kessler with its headquarters at Poltava. Five shiploads 

of supplies were sent to the Soviet Union via the Per-

sian Gulf. This shipment included 12,393 tons of steel 

matting to extend the existing runways and taxiways. 

The runways in Poltava were 3,300 feet long and 1,900 

feet long, respectively ï both too short of the one mile 

necessary to land B-17s.  The VVS (Soviet Air Force) 

established a Special Purpose Air Base unit, the 169th 

ABON under the command of Major General A.R. 

Perminov, as the controlling Soviet organization for 

the three bases. Americans in the Eastern Command 

spoke highly of Kesslerôs counterpart. However, he 

was replaced in the late fall by Major General 

Kovalev. The 169th ABON proved to be more helpful 

than the Soviet government itself, providing support 

services including physical security of the facilities, air 

defense, and labor for the extension of the runways and 

taxiways. It also provided some 34,000 Soviet 250-kg 

bombs for American use, though only 1,700 were actu-

ally ever used. Along with labor and weaponry, the 

Soviets delivered 346,000 tons of aviation fuel, oil, 

ammunition, and other supplies by truck to the three 

bases.  

     Operation Frantic proved to be a learning experi-

ence for the Soviet Union in multiple ways. The small 

numbers of American personnel that the Soviet Union 

allowed to be assigned to the bases necessitated ABON 

personnel to be trained to both maintain and arm the 

American bombers. In his book A Strange Alliance, 

John R. Deane draws an interesting connection be-

tween this and a Lend-Lease request made by Stalin in 

April. Stalin had asked that future Lend-Lease provi-

sions made to the Soviet Union include 240 B-17s and 

300 B-24s. The required Soviet involvement in the 

maintenance and arming of the American planes also 

served as a means to train technicians in anticipation of 

the request being honored. 

   

                                                       Continued on page 5 

   This patch was issued to 30 ground personnel and  

two staff officers of the 306th when they were sent to 

Russia as part of the shuttle mission to Poltava, on 

to Italy, and then back to England.  The Luftwaffe 

had knowledge of this and followed the eight planes 

to their destination, and after dark bombed and de-

stroyed many of them on the ground. 

   The triangular shape represents the wedge driven 

into Germany and her satellites by the Allies.  The 

word óAmericaô in Russian characters indicates the 

alliance between the US and the USSR, the elevated 

wings of the Eagle indicates alertness and acticn, 

and the design is in the colors of the United States.  

The patch was approved by the War Department on 

October 6, 1944.  Courtesy Ralph Franklin and 

Rocky Rockwell. 

 

Russian mechanic assists American mechanics service a visiting task force bomber, circa June 1943, Poltava.  

East Anglia Air War Archives, Abilene, Texas.  Despite the continuing lack of cooperation between Soviet au-

thorizes and American officials at the highest levels, air crews and their ground complement worked well with 

Russian military personnel and nearby civilians at Poltava.   


