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Russell A. Strong to Receives
the George Bledsoe Award
Posthumously

By Vernon L. Williams
Director, East Anglia Air War Archives
Abilene Christian University

The East Anglia Air War Archivestorical Collection and his publishing ac-
announced today the Russell A. Stroriyities stretching over a half a century,
will receive the 2010 George Bledsoeepresent a significant addition to histori-
Award posthumously. cal knowledge. Using the resources avail-

The Bledsoe Award is presented table to him over the years, he single
those individuals who have made signifihandedly created a valuable historical re-
cant contributions to the preservation afource that will contribute to our under-
WWII military aviation history. Rus- standing of the air war in England, and the

sell 6s sel ecti on firopactthoke VeWIl gverdsshadiogtheomes awar d
was based on his lifleng work in creat- of the &" Air Force.
ing a significant archival collection of Russel | 6s family has been notified of the

WWII historical materials related to theaward and plans are underway for a spe-
306" Bomb Group, his writing and pub-cial commemoration ceremony to be held
lishing the 308 Echoes and other piecesn 2010. Discussions with family mem-
relating to the history of the 386 and bers are in progress, and we hope to an-
for his seminal work on the 3tiomb nounce specific plans for the award cere-
Group First Over Germany His contri- mony in the Januar¥choes.

butions to preserving the 30®G His- Ili

Top views: DE3 American Airlines flagship at the C.R. Smith Aviation Mu-
seum in Ft. Worth. Reunion visitors enjoyed their tour of the museum and had a
chance to climb aboard theold BC 3KRWRJUDSKV FRXUWHV\ 6 XVL

Send Address reunion. Please send Barbara any
Changes and Obituary changes you have in your contact in-

: formation. Obituary notices should
Notices to Barbara  be sentto her as well,

Neal. New 306th BGA The Association thanks Albert

McMahan for his tireless service as
Secretary the outgoing secretary. Contact:

The 306th Bomb Group Association Barbara Neal

has a new secretary. Barbara Neal, P.O. Box 682530

niece of Alfred ﬁBu%aH(fW'U-[%f‘%Gg?gcky

(KIA 14 February 1945 on the Dres- Telephone (435) 655500

. den mission) assumed the duties of ~ Email: secretary@306bg.org
i ' Association secretary at the Ft. Worth

New Film To Be Released in December on the
306th BG and Their British Neighbors

Old Segundo Productions announced today the upcoming release in December

. . _ ' - - of Thurleigh at Wara new howlong film about the 306th Bomb Group and her
Navigator Russell A. Strong in April 1944 at Alexandria, LA, just prior to oversgggsp neighbors during World War Il.  The film is the sequelTaurleigh

movement with his crew. Front row, left to right: Milton M. Adam, pilot; Harold \oories a film about the history of the 306th Bomb Group and still available
Prescott, cepilot; Russell A. Strong, navigator; and Arthur Vann, bombardier. Stapds o |, gh Old Segundods website.

ing, left to right: Robert W. Conger, engineer/top turret gunner; Peter Perrari, radiq, Thurleigh at War306th veterans and British families remember Thurleigh
operator; Jack Skiver, ball turret gunner, Clifford Redd, waist gunner; John Pluta, Wait the area around Bedford during the war. The film includes British Land

gunner; and Robert Prior, tail gunner. Army girls stationed at Milton Earnest and Bolnhurst near Thurleigh and young
boys who lived near the Thurleigh base on nearby farms and in the surrounding

villages. Together with 306th men who served in the air crews and in the ground
T HE 2010 R EUNION element, they give voice to the human story of the war and the impact that the
Americans made in the skies over Europe and in the countryside throughout Bed-

W|LL E lN fordshire. Using newly discovered wartime footage and surviving photographic

archives at the National Archives in Washington, D.C., these two films places the
WASHINGTON D C story of the 306th Bomb Group in its rightful place in history.

) " " Proceeds from the sale of both films benefit the East Anglia Air War Project
and assists in the preservation of the history of the Eighth Air Force in World
War Il England. Either film can be ordered online at www.oldsegundo.com or by
calling toll free, 1888562-8451.

LOOK FOR DATES AND DETAILS
IN THE JANUARY ECHOES
AND ON THE 306 TH WEB

Visit the 306th Website

www.306bg.org




