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A B I L E N E  C H R I S T I A N  U NI V E R S I T Y 

     WOW!  The only apt description of the sensational Reunion we 

just had in  Ohio.  Everything went off as planned, the weather was 

perfect and our President, Robert Rockwell, did an incredible job.  

We had 167 people registered, which was the best attended Reun-

ion in recent history, and wonderful things have come about though 

this Reunion. 

     Elsewhere in this issue, you will read about our new Officers 

and Directors.  The most heartening fact about the new Board is 

that one-third of them are second-generation.  Does this not portend 

a future for us to be remembered?  With our future and growth in 

mind, the Board approved a ten-year agreement with Dr. Vernon L. 

Williams and the East Anglia Air War Project based in the History 

Department of Abilene Christian University (ACU) in Abilene, 

Texas to provide support and maintain our records in digital form. 

     Part of the support provided by the team of ACU fellowship stu-

dents under the supervision of Dr. Vernon L. Williams, will include 

the creation and updating of a 306th website, which will serve as a 

source for information and as a communication center for our mem-

bers and the world.  They will also take over the publication of Ech-

oes, which will be available in hardcopy and on the website.  The 

future of our Group, indeed, looks rosy. 

     The enthusiasm and comradeship which was in evidence every-

where at this Reunion was so wonderful and palpable in the air, that 

one could almost reach out and grab a handful of it.  Those that did 

not attend really missed out.  Hopefully at next yearôs Reunion in 

Little Rock, Arkansas, we will have even a larger attendance.   

 

      See you there! 

      Dr. Herman H. Kaye 

The Dayton, Ohio  

2007 Reunion 

The 306th Bomb Group 

Association Marches 

Oné. 
By Vernon L. Williams  

Abilene Christian University  

them tender loving care.  The 

continuing legacy of the 306th 

Bomb Group is largely possi-

ble because of Russell 

Strongôs work for the Asso-

ciation. 

     In addition to editing Ech-

oes, I will be directing an ef-

fort here in Abilene to digitize 

all 306th documents and re-

cords collected over the years.  

These digital records will then 

be placed on the web where 

anyone in the world can re-

search and work on the his-

tory of the 306th Bomb 

Group.  As each group of re-

cords is digitized and up-

loaded to the web, the original 

documents will be transferred 

to the 8th Air Force  Museum 

in Savannah.  This procedure 

has been established by the 

Board of Directors, 306th 

Bomb Group Association, and 

we will be diligent in follow-

ing their directions to the let-

ter.  The primary considera-

tion in the digital process will 

be the care and preservation 

of the original records.  Dur-

ing their time with us, the re-

cords will be under lock and 

key and will be handled under 

strict archival policies estab-

lished for this project.  

     The 306th website address 

will become operational on 15 

December 2007.   

 

www.306bg.org 

 

At first the home page will 

have a minimum of materials 

available.  Check the website 

frequently for new materials 

as they are digitized and up-

loaded.  Please be patient as 

thousands of pages of materi-

als are digitized.  It will be a 

monumental task, one that 

will be done by all-volunteer 

labor.  Student interns will be 

doing most of the work on the  

     This is my first issue as edi-

tor of Echoes and I hope it 

meets the high standards set for 

many years by my predecessor, 

Russell Strong.   

     What a contribution he has 

made to the 306th Bomb Group 

Association!  The significance 

of his work goes well beyond 

his service to the Association.  

Over thirty years of Echoes 

comprise a stunning archive of 

history preserved for genera-

tions of Americans who will 

draw upon the stories, photo-

graphs, and documents con-

tained in the issues over the 

years.   

     A number of years ago I 

made the statement that Rus-

sellôs book on the 306th is one 

of the best unit histories to 

come out of World War II.  As 

a practicing military historian, I 

understand better than most that 

quality histories at the unit level 

are hard to come by and many 

are not reliable sources or well 

done.  First Over Germany:  A 

History of the 306th Bombard-

ment Group is first rate and 

each veteran and his family 

should be proud that Russellôs 

work represents sound scholar-

ship and has taken its place as 

one of the seminal histories of 

the air war. 

     I speak to these crowning 

achievements by Russell (there 

are many others) not to build a 

monument to him but to alert 

each of you of the foundation of 

historical preservation that he 

has built during the time he has 

been at the controls of the 

306th.   Elsewhere in this issue 

you will learn of the digital pro-

ject just starting this year that 

will build a vast 306th research 

site on the world wide web.  

This would not be possible had 

it not been for Russell and his 

diligent work in collecting his-

torical materials and giving 

306th project.  See page 4 for 

more information on the 306th 

internships and who has been 

selected this year for each in-

ternship.  It is an exciting pro-

gram that will benefit many 

students over the years while 

preserving the history of the 

306th Bomb Group. 

     So the 306th Bomb Group 

Association continues on with a 

little help from its friends.  I 

invite every 306th veteran and 

their families to contribute sto-

ries, photographs, letters, and 

other documents to the digital 

project.  Mail them to the ad-

dress at the top of the page. 

Photograph courtesy East Anglia Air War Archives 



Three British Land Army girls posing outside their hostel at Milton Ernest in November 

1943.  Left to right:  Florrie _____, Peggy Iris Davis Albertson, Dawn Skeggs Filby.  Peggy 

married Joe Albertson, a 306th crew chief.  All three girls attended the dances at Thurleigh. 
                                                                                                            Photograph courtesy East Anglia Air War Project 

Presidentôs 

Corner 
 

     My name is Joe Conroy, and it is 

my honor to serve as your President 

for  2007-08. I am also pleased to 

announce this yearôs officers: 

 

     Joe Conroy, President 

     Susan 0ôKonski, Vice President 

     Albert McMahon, Secretary 

     Joel LaBo, Treasurer 

 

     2008 is going to be an exciting year for the 306th. First 

and foremost, the membership voted unanimously to keep 

the 306th a viable organization. We will have yearly reun-

ions. However, to carry on our legacy, we must engage sec-

ond and third - generations. I am excited to announce that 

two of our officers, Susan OôKonski and Joel LaBo, are 

second-generation members. 

     ECHOES will now be published both on the web and in 

hard copy. Dr. Vernon Williams, a history professor at Abi-

lene Christian University, has graciously volunteered to 

involve his students in publishing quarterly issues of ECH-

OES. This will provide another excellent opportunity to tell 

our story to another generation. 

     The 2008 reunion will be held in Little Rock, Arkansas, 

and Jim Phelan volunteered to be the Reunion Chairman. 

Jim, another second-generation member, is very enthusias-

tic and has already started planning the event. We all look 

forward to our next reunion. 

     Finally, I must acknowledge the hard work and dedica-

tion of last yearôs President, Rocky Rockwell.  Not only did 

Rocky perform the challenging duties of president, but he 

also took on the added responsibility of the  Dayton Reun-

ion Chairman. Thank you, Rocky. 

     Things are looking up for the 306th, and I am very opti-

mistic that we will have a successful year. 

 

                                                           Joe Conroy                                                 

                                                           President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Conroy,  President 

Susan OôKonski, Vice President 

Albert McMahon, Secretary 

Joel LaBo, Treasurer 

Directors: Sheldon Beigel; Grover C. 

Goode, J.D; William Houlihan; Herman 

Kaye, MD; Jack Persac; James Phelan; 

Eugene Smith; Vernon Williams. 

 

Rocky Rockwell, Past President 

 

Ralph Franklin, British Representative 

National School Cottage, Mill Hill, 

Keysoe, Beds MK44 2HP.  Telephone 

from U.S. 011-44-1234-708715. 

306museum@nscmh.fsnet.co.uk 

Website:  www.306bg.co.uk     

 

306th Echoes is published four times 

annually:  January, April, July and   

October.  Echoes is mailed free of 

charge to all known addresses of 306th 

personnel, 1942-1945.  Contributions in 

support of this effort may be remitted to 

the treasurer. 

 

Secretary: 

Handles all changes of address, current 

records, obituaries, and correspondence. 

Albert McMahan 

272 N. Peachtree St. 

Norcross, GA  30071 

anmcmahan@bellsouth.net 

 

Editor/ Echoes: 

Dr. Vernon L. Williams 

ACU Box 28203 

Abilene Christian University 

Abilene, TX 79699-8203 

vwilliams@acu.edu   

 

Treasurer: 

Send checks to: 

Joel LaBo 

875 S. Worth 

Birmingham, Michigan 48009 

 

Special Projects: 

Marty Lenaghan 

Judy and Bernie Hermley 

 

The 306th Bomb Group Historical Asso-

ciation is a Federally tax-exempt or-

ganization and as a veteranôs group is 

classified as 501 © (19). 

DONATIONS FOR THE  

306TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION  
 
Those who are able are asked to make an annual contribution to keep everything running smoothly in our Asso-
ciation.  There are no duesðso your gift is needed to support the 306th operations.  Your gift is tax deductible.  

 
_________________________________________________ 
Name 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Street and No. 
 
_________________________________________________ 
City, State & Zip 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Telephone No.                       306th Unit 

 
 

Send to: 
   Joel LaBo, Treasurer                   
   306th Bomb Group Association                   
   875 S. Worth 
   Birmingham, Michigan  48009 
 
    _____________________ 
          Date 
 

Obituary 

Data Needed 
     Please send the Association de-

tails of deaths or complete obituar-

ies if you have them.  The obituary 

column in Echoes will continue in 

the January issue.  Please send 

obituary information to the secre-

tary:   

 

 Albert McMahan 

 272 N. Peachtree St. 

 Norcross, GA  30071 

 anmcmahan@bellsouth.net 

 

 

Presque Isle, Maine.  Base op-

erations and the control tower, 

November 1943.  This base was 

a departure and arrival point for 

many crews assigned to the 

Eighth Air Force in England 

during the war.   This image is 

one of many base photographs 

found in the National Archives 

that were refueling points for B-

17 Fortresses and B-24 Libera-

tors as they made their way 

across the northern route to the 

ETO. 

.Courtesy East Anglia Air War Project 



Connections. . . . 
One 306th Family Reaches 

Across the Twentieth Century 

and Beyond 
 

By Vernon L. Williams  

Abilene Christian University  

Reunion at Dayton, Susan was 

elected Vice President of the 

306th Bomb Group Associa-

tionðone of two next genera-

tion members to take office.  

The connection continues. . . .   

     It all started with Adrian 

OôKonski.  One of six brothers 

and two sisters growing up on a 

farm in Kewaunee County, 

Wisconsin, Adrian became but 

the first OôKonski link to the 

306th Bomb Group and World 

War II.     

     The story begins when 

Adrian joined the Army Air 

Corps in May 1942 and was 

commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant.  

He flew 35 missions over Ger-

many and occupied Europe as a 

navigator on Walter H. Sum-

nerôs crew.   Adrian flew an 

early low altitude mission over 

St. Lo and Caen, ñthey threw 

everything at us,ò he later said.  

He finished active duty flying B

-29s in Air Sea Rescue work in 

Alaska and the Aleutian Islands. 

Meanwhile his brother Alvin 

was busy elsewhere. 

     Congressman Alvin OôKon-

ski represented the old 10th 

Congressional District in Wis-

consin and quickly made a dif-

ference for the men and women 

in uniform.  He served for many 

years on the House Armed Ser-

vices Committee and was a co-

author of the GI Bill of Rights.  

Throughout his congressional 

career, Alvin made the military 

a primary focus for his service 

in Congress.  Another brother 

brings the 306th connection full 

circle.                                                  

     After the war Stanley OôK-

onski had a daughter, Susan.  It 

would be Susan who would 

complete the OôKonski 306th 

connection in a way unforeseen 

by any of the OôKonski clan. 

     In 1968 after college gradua-

tion, Susan received a commis-

sion in the Army and became a 

physical therapist, beginning a 

military career that would take 

her to the top of her field.  In 

1972 Susan transferred to the 

Air Force.  Later she would 

graduate from the Air Com-

mand and Staff College and the 

Air War College.  She ended 

her career in the rank of Colonel 

as Chairman, Department of 

Physical Therapy at Wilford 

Hall U.S.A.F. Medical Center in 

San Antonio. 

     In September, at the 2007 
The Sumner Crew:  Left to right, first row (kneeling)ðWalter H. Sumner, pilot; Robert J. Scolnick, co-pilot; Adrian E. OôK-

onski, navigator; Parker Snead, bombardier.  Left to right, second row (standing)ðRoy C. Ficklin, Jr., tail gunner; Robert M. 

Horste, waist gunner; Richard E. Dobbs, engineer; Roger F. Combs, radioman; George L. Barber, ball turret gunner.  Photo 

courtesy Susan OôKonski. 

1944 

Bottom to top:  1944ðAdrian OôKon-

ski with his crew at Thurleigh.  

1972ðSusan OôKonski sworn into 

U.S. Air Force, Congressman Alvin 

OôKonski looks on. 1944ðAdrian 

OôKonski at the end of the war.  

1968ðAdrian OôKonski swearing in his niece, Susan OôKonski, 

as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army.  1994ðColonel Susan OôK-

onski, on the job in 1994.  Today Colonel OôKonski serves the 

306th Bomb Group Association as Vice-President.  The family 

journey has come full circle from wartime Thurleigh to the present 

306th Bomb Group Associationðstill going strong in the 21st cen-

tury. 

1968 

1994 

1944 

1972



New Agreement with the East Anglia Air 

War Project and Special Events for 306th 

Families Highlight the Dayton Reunion 
  

    The question facing the Board of Directors at the Dayton Re-

union was:  will the 306th Bomb Group Association continue on 

into the 21st Century, and if the answer is yes, then how can that 

be accomplished?  The Board decisively answered the question 

with a resounding YES vote to continue and adopted an innova-

tive partnership with the East Anglia Air War Project (EAAWP) 

to get the job done.  According to the agreement, a new web site 

will be created and over time, the entire 306th Historical Collec-

tion will be uploaded so that the 306th historical record will be 

available in digital form to every member of the 306th family and 

also to those throughout the world who are interested in research-

ing the history of the bomb group.  This issue of Echoes will be 

the first item uploaded on the new web site.  As 2008 unfolds 

more and more 306th history will find its way to the web site.  

The new web address is:  www.306bg.org 

     Under the supervision of the 306th BGA Board of Directors,      

the EAAWP will do much more. Beginning with this issue of 

Echoes, Dr. Vernon L. Williams will assume the editorship of the 

306th quarterly newsletter, making sure there is no interruption in 

the publication.  Students will be involved in every aspect of the 

Echoes and the web site.  Another feature of the new agreement 

will be the organization and running of annual reunions begin-

ning in 2009.  See the agreement document at left for more infor-

mation .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agreement  
306 th  Bomb Group Association  

And the  
East Anglia Air War Project  

 

The East Anglia Air War Project [hereafter referred to as EAAWP] in the History 

Department at Abilene Christian University and the 306th Bomb Group Association 

[hereafter referred to as the Association] have entered into an agreement designed to 

allow the 306th Bomb Group Association operations to continue. This agreement 

contains provisions whereby the EAAWP under the direction of Dr. Vernon L. Wil-

liams and his duly appointed successor (or successors) will supervise appointed uni-

versity student interns to do the 306th work. 

 

Summary of the Agreement 
 

The Agreement will ï 

Allow the Association to continue under the leadership of the 306th veterans and 

their families and descendants. The Association and its officers will oversee the 

operations performed by the EAAWP and its Director and Student Interns. 

Develop a new and expanded web presence where EAAWP will provide mem-

bers of the 306th Bomb Group and other interested parties a forum for the Asso-

ciation news and historical information. The new web address will be:  

www.306bg.org  The new website for the 306th will be an expanded version of 

the present website with no limit on content and new areas of web publication 

to appear, it being understood that such content will not be objectionable to the 

Association. Preliminary plans call for a research section where WWII history 

of the 306th will be available online for 306th veterans and families, students, 

researchers, and the public at large. Over the years much of the history col-

lected by the Association will be digitized and placed on the website. Under this 

plan the history of the 306th Bomb Group would be more accessible to the pub-

lic worldwide and would make the preservation of that history more practical 

and possible. 

The  306th Bomb group archives will be shipped to the EAAWP in order for the 

intern team to digitize all materials. As the EAAWP completes the digitizing of 

sections of the archives, those archives will be (1) returned to the 306th Bomb 

Group, or (2) retired to The Mighty Eighth Air Force Heritage Museum, Pooler, 

Georgia in accordance with the 306th Bomb Group Association directive(s). 

One funded scholarship will provide for one student intern to serve as the As-

sistant Director of 306th Operations and work 15 hours per week during the fall 

and spring semesters as the senior student staff member for the project. In addi-

tion to the funded scholarship for the student so appointed, six (6) unpaid stu-

dent interns will be selected by the EAAWP to serve as staff for the EAAWP 

306th operations. The Association has created named internships and the 

EAAWP will make formal appointments to student interns every year.  Other 

than the single funded scholarship, there will be no cost to the Association for 

the six (6) additional interns. The funded intern and the six (6) unpaid interns 

constitute important appointments which may be used on their resumes as they 

finish their university degrees and begin history-based professions. The naming 

of internships will also provide opportunities for the Association to honor 306th 

Bomb Group personnel who made significant contributions during the war and 

to the Association in the years following WWII. 

EAAWP will provide reunion planning and interns to staff the reunion event at 

the hotel site chosen by the Association. 

Echoes will be published online and print quarterly. The hard copy of each         

issue will be mailed to those members who request that service. The online is-

sue would be available to everyone, including the public at large. Dr. Vernon L. 

Williams and his successor(s), will serve as the editor of both versions of the 

Echoes and as director of all 306th operations within the EAAWP umbrella. The 

first issue of the Echoes produced by EAAWP will be the October 2007 issue. 

 

Cost Summary 

 

Anticipated Cost:  $84.70 ($8.47 per year) for a 10 year registration for the do-

main:   www.306bg.org 

Anticipated Cost:  Expenses to set up the reunion at the selected site and travel 

expenses for the interns who will host the event. It is expected that the reunion 

fee will cover such costs and no allocation of funds will be needed from the 

Association. 

Anticipated Cost:  Publications expenses for the printed issue of Echoes.  It is 

expected that the cost of publishing Echoes in the printed form will continue at 

a rate similar to that of recent issues produced by Russell Strong. 

Anticipated Cost:  Funded scholarship for the upper level student to be the As-

sistant Director of the 306th Project. $2500.00. 

Other Costs:  None, all other work will be provided by volunteer interns under 

the supervision of Dr. Vernon L. Williams and successor(s) as director of the 

EAAWP. 

Reunion at Dayton Ushers 

in a New Chapter for the 

306th Bomb Group Asso-

ciation 

On hand at the 2007 Dayton Reun-

ion.  1.  William Houlihan 

(Director), Reggie and Ray Yerak.  

2. Hon. L. Eugene (Director) and 

Jean Smith.  3.  Bernard and Judith 

Hermley (Special Projects).  4. Rita 

and Sheldon Beigel (Director).   
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