HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
0ffice of the Intelligence Officer
AP0, F 634

11th June, 1943

SUBJECT: Imtelligence Report.
70,0200t Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H).

I. Hob lews.

1, Ons B~17 blew up over target at 1755 hours.

2. Ons B-l7 spun and landed in water near Wilhelmshaven at 1806 hours.

3. One B~17 Rit by fighters, spun and hit sea 15 miles N. of Schier-
sonnikoog. No chutes. Time 1816 hours.

he One B=17 in distress and probably ditehed. Three chutes, Time 1820
hours,

5. One B-17 chused back to Uermany by fighters. Time 1823 hours.

II. Karrative.

27 A/C tock off at 1450 to bomb the submarine yerds at Bremen. Due
to hesvy eumulus cloud rising to 30,000 fest the formation turned after
croesing German coast and bombed ¥ilhelushaven the secondary. The leading

until turn wes made toward target,
2 A/C returned early dus to mechanical troubles and one failed to
bosb when recks refused to relesss,

¥hile the group had prastically an uninterrupted run it is apparent
that bombing results are only fair, Visibility was good but a vory effective
the target. The composite group may have scored
& few hits in and around the target area but the bombs of the msin group were
obasrved to have been dropped several thousand fest away. The run was nade
on a heading of about 210 degrees magnetic at an altitude of 26,000 feet,

IV. Enemy Wm.

Probubly 75 to 80 E/A mostly F¥ 190's were seen but this group had
very few direct atiacks, the leading combat wings taking the brunt of the
fighting. Only two or three of the attacks on this group wers pressed homs,
the rest being feebls and ineffuctive. Many enciy pilots were again seen
discharging thair guns aimlessly and then heading for home thus confirming
the belief that a great number of R/A in this area are manned by inexper-
f{enced P,.].O“o

Asrial bombing was again resorted to, at least 3 bowba, fairly sccurate
for altitude, being reported,

¥e claim 5 destroyed 1 probable,

A phencnenum of some sort was observed by several crew members and
was descridbed as a series of white bursts, probably 800 yards ahoad of for-
mation, exploding at regular intervals, perpendicularly from top to bottom.
It was not seen where thess originated,
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V. Tlak,

Flak over the target was only moderate and insffective on thias group
today, but appeared more intense and accurate on preceding and following
groups, There was nothing unusual in the color or sise of the bursts,

Flak ships nesr the ¥rizian Islands opened fire but it was far below

the formation and entirely harmless.
About 12 bursts were sent up from the Island of Ardorf arx these were

quite accurate as to altitude and deflection.

Vi. Comments,

Captain Check coxplained vehemently about the formation flown by the
92nd in the composite group, He said that the leader was OK but that the rest

of the pilots were terrible.

JOHN B. WRIGHT,
Major, Alr Corps,
Group 8-2.
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Hqe 306th Bomb Grouo (H) WA QR Date

1, Route followed.

)

——Seharhorn-alant o SIFPN 5 I S oF .
Juist Ialand
2, Visibility at Target (Any condensation trails?)

—Good-~—Gight-bases v CRIRIStIoR trealls
3, No, of A/C over Targete

25—

L, Formation over target, with height of each A/C. Thoss A/C damaged by
Flak to be eircled, and if seriously damaged, insert small "S", If any
A/C shot down by Flak, say soi- ‘

S
e ok %
2t | s oy

%% -k AR A

T, General Axis of attack {from lead AfCif possible) : %

. £
——2U0 degrose-liagy— gﬁﬁ

¢, How long did formation fly straight and level before bombing?

——30-peconde—
7. Turn after bombings

—Gredesk-righttaIw EXCAF Paseing
over target
8, Position of Group in relation to other Groups. éth gr, over target, I believe
» *
. 26t

9, Vhat evasive action was taken?
———Jio—shange-in-altitule-but SEEYE 20 Ligree
turas
10, A short description of Flak en route (if any) and at the Target, includ-
ing if possible a suggestion as to type of fire control employed — 1.8

Continuous following predicted concentrations, predicted barrages, or
fixed barragese

1750 Meager AsA, £ire at oosst near mordersey Iedend
Tire scmbrel somtimaren foliowning ok oot % is o,

following and possibly predicted ocomoemtraticns
Three flak ships in harbour N.B, of Wilhelmshave, ’
Noager Asdy fyom Baltrum Ixdand on way ous,

11, Any other Comments, Phenomena, etc,
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No flak daxnge

OBSERVATIONSS

ls One orew reports rocket like object geing up with repeated
wplosions and white emolke,

2, Ome orew veports largs cons shaped white smoke starting at
top and going down , ¥as about 1000 f£it, long, Saw boub burets nearby,
Thero were fighters above us at this

3¢ One crew veports & streak of

43

EDWARD T, MURTHA
2nd, Ite A.Co



HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

A PO 63L,
12 June L3.
SUBJECT: Mission of June 11, 1943.
TO : Commanding General, First Bombardment Wing, APO 63L.

(THRU Channels).

1. On the surface, the planning of this mission was not too good,
for the route laid out brought the force too close to the East Frisian Islands
so that it was unnecessarily exposed in the enemy RDF screen. The enemy
RDF picked up the formation at an altitude of 8,000 feet, a considerable
distance out in the North Sea and, due to the route flown, was able to guess
the target a long time in advance of our arrival. Then, heing able to pre=—
pare his defences, he was able to take the toll of our force which he did.

2. The route was not flown as ordered, which made the whole thing
that much worse. The lead Combat Wing flew far south of course until the
East Frisian Islands were sighted, and then flew parallel to the islands
almost to Heligoland. This was another useless exposure of the formation
to enemy defenses.

3, The mission should never have been flown, under the weather condi~
tions prevailing. Weather was not too good for take-off or assembly, and
the cloud cover in the target area was considerable. The forecast of cloud
was five to seven tenths, and those were approximately the conditions met.

Lo The rendezvous of the 102nd Combat Wing was accomplished practi-
cally as planned, but allowed the Groups time to become somewhat confused
in the rendezvous. This rendezvous should be planned with two points on
a line, with times for each group to pass the points, so that a definite
direction or compass heading is given, in order that circling is eliminated,
thereby facilitating the rendezvous. '

This Group, leading the 102nd Combat Wing, made a continuous
series of #St's" after leaving the target, until they were about 30 miles at
sea, This was done to pick up stragglers, who insisted on staying at bomb-
ing altitude instead of coming down to the altitude of our Combab Wing
where they could have had the protection of almost sixty airplanes. Pilots
should be briefed to seek the shelter of succeeding Combat Wings when they
are knocked out of their own . .formations. '

The 92nd Bombardment Group (H) again proved itself a disgrace

t0 the Air Force and a menace to the rest of the Wing by their display of
so-called formation flying. At no time during the entire flight did they

,-l-o'
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O (S
resemble anything more than a casual gathering of aircraft, and at times
they were scattered so as to be a menace to the squadron from our Group
vhich flew with theme The 92nd Group is definitely not capable of flying
the formation necessary to good defensive firepower, and should therefore
not be required to participate in combat missions until such & time as they
can demonstrate such a capability. It is recommended that some of the pilots

- who have finished their operational tour of duty and who are good formation

pilots, be detailed for a month with the 92nd Group on a definite program
designed to improve their formation flying. The lack of skill on the part of
these pilots does not appear to be due to a lack of practice, since their
reports show thet they practice as much as the other Groups in the Wing, but™
seens to be due to the fact that they do not know the exact positions in which =
they should fly. The only way to impart this knowledge is to send them some
experienced and highly-skilled pilots to fly.with them and put the airplanes
into the positions in which they should be flown. With a few weeks of this
training, the 92nd Group can be made to fly the formation necessary to good = - .
defensive firepower. This is not the first time this matter has been mentioned -
in this report. IS

For the Commanding Officer:

ROBERT C. WILLIANS,
Major, AC,
Operations Officer,
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FEADQUARTIRS
| VIIT BOIBER COILAND : -
AP0, 63 ‘ g

Bomber Command Narretive of Operations
- Day Operation = 14 Ju.ne, 192;.3
lission No, 62 -

, TARGETS: Port Pacilities at Wilhelmshaven :
S Targets of O portuni‘l'y in "Iestem Gemazxy.

roa

1 166 B-17s of 1st Ving and 86 B-17s of L4th Wing were d:Lspatcued to
attack tarpets in Western Germany., Fighter support was not fuinished to
the bomberss’ The primary target was cloud covered so the main attack
was directed by 168 B-17s egainst Wilhelmshaven, the secondary.  Bombing
results are good,’ ° 30 B-17s attacked ‘Cuxhaven with fair results, while
20 more ‘dropped bombs on other targets of opportum_tyo Tight B-17s were

Lo

Set:t_i;oni 3.3,

'E lost and claims against ¢/a are 85 = 20 = 24,
«®
R & B © Nunber of 4/C o .. Pcrsonncl. Casualtics
{ - 2] Group (Di f'patchea. Attaciking Abortivemost) Cl&lms (xilled Vounded lfissing)
- A' Bo
é 1st Ving ) . | |
¢ 91 24 18 3 0 0 10-0-0 o 0 .0
92 10 22 1 1 o0 6t =0 o o0 0
303 25 19 5 1 1 9u5=2 .- 0.  L3...-.10
O 305, 2 Y 493 20 0 1323 0+ 0 0
& ; 306 27 2y 3 0 0 7-1=0 - 0 o, 0
K J 251- cEUTUoMs hozoo s 2 AT
N v 03 29 2 0 6 1385 4 13 &0
B S Toed 6 7 Tez-ir 3 20 70
g ' hth Wing - o v oo , : T -
B‘& oL 29 25 L 0O . 0 1=0=1" 0 0 0
92 ' 29 R 20 1 50=8 0 "0 10
96 - - 28~ 2 i 2 9 20k 2 9 9
.- & _ - ‘, gg L 7%** 7 0 3 9_0_13 0 % T
E Total 252 T 28w 28 6 8 85-20-22,. '3 e REY: ¢

*Abortivc Ay = IIccham.cal or personnel failure
g B, = Weathor; rccall, encmy aotion S S
*¥ « 168 A/C aftacked U:.lhclmshaven I
30 A/C. " Cuxhaven : ‘ ’
20 A/ ’"__ '.T.‘a.:t'gcrl:c of 0ppor‘lmn1ty T

BOLBING RESULTSs ¢ 168 B-17s dropped 560 x 500 GePe :f'used 1/10 seceé nose,
1/100 secs tail and 327 x 1000 GePs fused 1/10 secs nosc, 1/40 sec. tail on
port facilities at Wilhclmshaven from 24,000 - 27,500 Fts with good resultse
A heavy concentration of bombs fell on the barracks and new buildings. Ee
and NE, of thc Bauhefens The ‘buildings ‘of the former IBncswecping Depot

necar the Entrance No. 1 were scvert,ly dameged and a - Jetty with rail aceess
reeoived a dircct hite = Thore wore a fow hits on tho main worl:shop bulld-
ings S ¢fthe Bauhefen, and another group of bombs fcll on’ or'around the

.CONF.IDENTIAL
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CONELDENLLIAL

tho Vlosbadon Brudle, hitting and sotting fire tho USARAID olass linor
alongsido, Othor hits woro soon among othor buildings and storos, at —~
channol botwzoon Schoor and Tirpitz basins and on oil storago arca to tho
southe 2 of the 5 bursts in the.oil storego arca .ocaused prodigious cxe
plosions with 2 columns of smoke, moasured £rom Strike Photos , ot loast
2000 and 1500 ft. highs It would appoar that ‘the tanks contained fucl
Whon hit,

30 B=17s of the 4th Viing attacked tho pert arca at Cuxhaven, dropping
150 x 1000 G+P» fused 1/10.scce .noso, 1/40 sco. tail with fair rosults.
A smoll industrial plant Ne of tho Bremerhaveh Road has boeen gutted and
minor damago causod to the railroad marshalling yards and small adjacant
buildings, Bursts worg-obscrved ncar tho East Quay of tho Amgrika Hafen,
of ‘which ono.is noar tho storn of the depot ship Heligoland De9s - A mnn'ber
of business or rcsn.dontml buildings, NW. of the Alter Hewvon a.nd in tho

‘Ritzebuttol district worc destroyod.or damaged..

20 B~17s dropped 11 'x 1000 G.Ps and 170 x BOO‘G.P. on 'b&rgots Qf
opporb.xm.ty in the vicinity of Jever, Wa.ngcroogo, Aunch, Hago A;eriold and
Morx Airficlde Results worc gonorally poore : o T,

. REASONS FOR FAILURE TO BOLB: 1st Ving - 21 a/c failed to bomb beoause of

7 mochanigal, and- equlpnent failures, . 1 a/c was lost. before. reaching targete

"+ 4 8/o Wwore sont up ' i spares and returncd as instructod. ' 1 a/¢ tumod

back because formatlon was filled,
4th Ting = 7 a/c failed %o, bomb beoauso of mochaniocal and cqpipmont failuress

ENCOUNPERS:  1st Ving = Horc than 100 e/a’ mostly Fi7 1905 shd ME 109s v th

-& fow IE 110s,-IE 210s.and JU 88s wero encounterod, with attacks beginning
- south of Hollgoland, oom;inuing over tho target 'and on the, tmy out to"
.porth of tho Frisian Islarids, Attacks wero from o1l dircqtions but 1n
most cases wore not prcssod too closcly., Onc FW 190 was rcportod to Kave
“dollidod with & B=17,..: Atfacks on the ‘group losing 6 a/c wore mostly £rom
the noscs  Aireto-air bombing vos again rcportede  Obscrved colorings of
o/a vicre as follows: some-F/ 190s had chockerboard design on tho” tail; -
black LE 109s;.1E 210s.with gray bellies and fusclago and bluo or greon wing
~tips; at least’ one ME 21Q: was paintod vhite; silver FW 190s; groen ME' 109s;
“ond somd ME 1098 had marden and dark brovm. crossos on the \'aings.

Lth Wing = Slight o/d opposition was roportod, ~ Approximatoly 25 o/a
attacked aftor:tho fommetion had passed over Wilhclmshaven. .. Attacks.con-
‘tinuod to about 20 miles rorth of Baltrum Island. Host of tho c/a Vioro
FW 190s viith a fewr ME 1098 _and-lE 210s, . The majority of a.ttaclcs wera
from 11 to 1 o'clock, out of the. sun, and $ho attacks wero porsu.starxt
although tho pilots Woro roportod as apparcntly 1an>omcncod. o

FLAK: 1st Wing - Slight, 1na.cuumto flak, wo.s roportcd from Altc Mellum and
Edlcrardon, . Hoderate flak at Wilhelmshaven was insccurate, Thero was a
ooncoz;xtration ‘of bursts noar Noucnburg and Juist Island, - Inaccurato flak
. 'Was roportod at. , Maxx, NA.rdhof' and \Ja.ngqroogc. : Just past Wilhclmsha.von a
heewy red f‘laro wont- through tho formations -

“Lth Ving - An intonso ‘prodicted flak barrage s roportod on th.o routo in

- 8% Holigoland, IIoclc.ro.tu o.ccuratc ‘flak was cncountored at x!ilhclmshavon

. and Cuxhavens . A:fixcd barrage was roportcd gvor Bremon’ but nono'of the
.. groups. V/erc. affoctcd. .On tho return routo sl:.ght inaocurato flak wag obs= ..

erved at Baltrum and Hcllgoland. . Considorablo fla.k was also. rcportod from
CONFIDBNTIAL
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