HEADQUARTERS J06TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
Offies of the Intelligence Officer

AP0, # 634
29th ey, 1943
SUBJECT: Intelligwmmws Report.
zo...;.s 'Mn. Off4cer, J06th Bowbardaent amp (H).

2 afs e th-sostnoronptooko: at 13540 to bomb St,
Nasaire, mnmmu. 22 were over the target at 1707, one
:ﬂmummmwmmﬁmom. Twenty ro-
maum.auyls,mmw. Both have since returned,

" .

2

ith & good run at approximately 270 degrees mag. and bombe
at 25,000 foot, results look fairly good, Thers were a number of

 the snd some ware short, but several direct hita
were reported on and near the AP, The burste inalde the basin ware
olose to the sub pens and probably produced blast damage. Both sides
of both busine were hit,

- 3, Abortives,

Ors, uumxuonuunm,mdmns.mm
England at 1501 hours, 17,000 feet. Ope, with engine trouble, mo
oﬂmulzw”.-mmmonnmuw,wrmdhm5
-uun.w.ammnuum.

he B/A encountered.

Eneny opposition was very sliight on this group, only ons or
two direct attacks belng reported, and these were not pressed home,

mmbubmdmtwm beyond foraation.
mmmﬂdn.

$. Flak, .

" Bed bursts reported off Guernsey, and off 8t, Brieus. Over
the target, the flak was moderate, socurate as to altitude, off on
Mm. ispcrimud orews npoﬂ. it not nearly as intense es
Prey.

5'

JOUN B, WRIOHY,
Major, Alr Corps,
Group 8«2,
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HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBAHDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Intelligence Officer
AP0, #634

ayth May, 1943
Subjects Hot News Report.

Tovseort Coumanding Officer, 306th Bombarduent Group ().
1. Up to six B-17's reported in distress,

At 1706, one B=17 before target, was hit by flak, (This
A/C dropped its bombs) Crashed, 7 chutes.

At 1707 over target, & B-17 was hit by flak, and right
wing torn off, 7This ship from group ahesd. HNo chutes,

At 1721, a B-17 under control was attacked by & E/A
while atraggling and trying to oatch up. FYour ghutes, 4/C continued
after chutes were ssen and arashed at 1729 five miles south of

Auray,

At 1731, B-17 turned off to right under comntrol, no fight-
era there. #i englne woking. Ten chutes, Ship then went into spin
and orashed between Laurenan and Homsoutour.

One B-17 over Franch Coast Just after leaving mainland at
1742 turned back inland, near Treguler. One crew reports a big
flash from this ship and says it blew up.

Qur A/C #824, letter B, radioed a B-17 in water burning
at 1806, at 50 degrees 07 minutes N, 02 degreess 45 minutes W.
Phoned to Wing in hot news report.

FLAK DAMAGES:

B 17F No, 42-5826, 369th 8q., Flak entered Radio Compt demaging radio
equipment. Plane to be out of status epproximately
24 hours.

B 17F No. 42-29564, 367th Sq., 1 very slight flak hole in plane.

B 17F No. 42-30163, 368th S8q., 5 flak holes, nothing serious.
( 4 holes in right outboard wing and one hole
bn right horiz. stab.)

B 17F No. 42-29777, 423rd Sq., No., 4 main tank hit by flak. Tank severely
damaged and to be changed
Plane to be out of status approximately 24 hrs

B 17F No. 41-24629, 369th Sq., Right horiz. stab, slightly hit by flak,

B 17F No, 42-5086, 369th Sq., 1 small flak hole in de~iver boot hetween No.
1l and 2 engines. Nothing serious,
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To C, G. lst Bomb Wing Ay 30 138! 1 29 PM
Attention A-2

Teletype Report

( ) -1 - 24 a/c of the 306th Group took off at 13:40 to borb

St. Naz.u.re. Twopeturned carly., 22 were over the target at 1707,
one fziling te bomrb beczuse borb bay doors wouldnot open, XX
XROREX BUOEOAR U XIS S A R aiBiE . “fwenty returned to base
at 1915, two landing away, Both have since returned, ard Zhek are
included in this report, Route was substertially as ordered weather
pood, with clear visibility over target,

2 = ¥ith & good run at spproximately 270 degrees mag, and bombing

at 25,000 feet, results look fairly good, There were a number of
bursts in the water, and some were short, but several direct hits
vere reported on and near the AP, The bursts inside the basin were
close to the sub pens and probebly produced blast demage, Both
sides of both basins were hit.

3 - One, with broken oil line j#R engine, turned back at Salisbury
Lngland at 1501 hours, 17,000 feet,

One, with engine trouble, no oil pressure on #2 and #3, supercharger
on i#l ran away, turned back 5 miles N, ¥, Guernsey at 1615 hours,

L - Enemy opposition was very slight on this group, only one or twe

direct attecks being reported, and these were not pressed home, Two
crews report one bomb dropped one thousand yerds beyond formation,

We make no claims,

5 - Red bursts reported off Guernsey, and off St. Brieuc., Over
the target, the flak was moderate, (accuratefas tdeltitude, off on
deflection, Experienced crews renort it not nearly as intense as
previously encountered,

6 - Up to six B 17's reported in distress,

At 1706, one B 17 before target, was hit by flak., (This A/c dropped
its bombs) Crashed, 7 chutes.

At 1707 over target, a B 17 was hit by flak, and right wing torn off,
This ship from group asheads No chutes,

At 17 21 - A B 17 under control was attacked by 4 E/A while straggling
and trying tocatch upe Four chutes. A/C continued after chutes were
geen and crashed at 1729 five miles south of Auray,

At 1731, B 17 turned off to right under cortrol, no fighters there,
#l, engine smoking, Ten chutes. Ship then went into spin and crashed
between Laurenan and Moncoutour,

1 B 17 over French Coast just after leaving mairland at 1742 turned
back inland, near Treguier. One crew reports a big flash from this
ship and says it blew up,

Out A/C 824, letter B, radiced a B 17 in water burning at 1806,
at 50 degrees 07 mirutes N, 02 degrees, 45 minutes iest, Phoned to
Wing in hot news report,

7 - nil

8 ~ Smoke screens - good at Lorient, ineffective at St,.Nazaire,
Military construction going on at Renac, France, also other coustruction
1 mile north of St.MNazaire,



Hq. 306th Bomb Group (H) i AIC_ATTORN Date_29/5/43

1.

To vt
Teszet | G, - Nanadee -——

Route followeds w- Gwer ensy Sarvitory. Fluvien to Hiain to target
uwmumumum.muwmu

24

Visibility at Target (Any condensation trails?) Good
Bo vaper trelle

3e

No. of A/C over Target. 2

Lo

Formation over target, with height of each A/C, Those A/C damaged by
Flak to be circled, and if seriously damaged, insert small nst, If any

A/C shot down by Flak, say soi-

6.

How long did formation fly straight and level before bombing?
&0 seconds

.t

Te

Turn after bombing'I Lt

8.

Position gg‘(.}roup ba reli&owo(i%%gypa.

9

kel U E IEEIIRT REnfaEEE altitude and divesticn.

10,

A short description of Flak en route (if any) and at the Target, includ—
ing if possible a suggestion as to type of fire control employed = 1.0,
Continuous following predicted concentrations, predicted barrages, or
fixed barrages. alight flak off Gusrnsay. Some of this was red
and soms blask. mmmmmmmu 5%, Halo.
heavy, aoderats te intenee, asouraote.

{
;
!
f
3
t

Any other Comments, Phenomena, etc, ALl damsge was slight exaept that
on ship FTTT the #4 sain ek will have %o be ehonged.

boub reported dropped oa Oreup following the seaposite sbow 1000
yards frem the target,

One crew reported “seversl fiak batteriss® at polst & og target mep



BHUBRL J. CWRY,
Cagtatn, alr Corps,
"dast. B~2.
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. HEADQUARTERS
| . VIII BQBER COMIAND
B AP0, 63k
NY
£ Bomber Command Narrative of Operations
AN Day Operation = 29 May, 1943,

¥

CONEIRENTIAL
) V’l'-‘

Mission No, 61

\

"

TARGETS: I = St, Nazaire = U-Boat Installations
II ~ La Pallice = U=Boat Installations
IIT' » Rennes - Navel Storage Depot.

The main attack was directed ot St., Nazaire where 147 B«17s of the lst
Wing successfully bombed the submarine installations in the Bassin de St,.

UTIVE ORIER 12356, Sectiom, 3.3, _Z__/,

N Mazaire snd the Bassin de Penhouets 34 B-24s from the 2nd Wing bowbed U=boat
3 instollations at La Pallice with good rksulis, 72 B~178 of the 4th Wing were
.| dispatohed to bonb the Naval Storage Depot at Remnes, and 57 bombed with poor
. results, most bombs £2lling in residentiol oreas, Fighter support was
furnished to 18t ond 4th Wings by Spitfires and P47 Squadrons, 1h a,/c are
§ missing-fron the three operations while cloims amount to 25 =~ 5 = 15, -
Diversionary attocks were made on Cden A/D and Cherbourg—l‘[aupertus 4D
. bY ReloFeo 'bom'bers and fighters, .
D .
\Q . Unit Number of £/C ' Personnel Casualties
& and (Dispotched Attooking Abortive Lost) Claims (Killed Vounded Missing)
\ Target é. B,
< ST, N.ZATRE
: @ S}I 18t Wing '
N\% 9 23 21 2 0 0 0=0-0 O 1 0
b 92 22+ 19 3 0 0 Ow0=0 0 0 0
) 303 30 : 28 2 0 1 3u0wd 0 0 10
E 305 25+ 21 L ©0 3 0=0=~0 0 9 2}
é 306 2k 24 3 0 0 0-0=0 0 0 0
351 -2 16 5 0 1 4-0=0 0 0 10
379 2k 21 0 2w=0~0 0 0 0
w2 T %S % EEF 5 W A
LA PLLLICE '
2nd Wing
L 21 . 20 1 0 0 O=0=0 0 0 0
93 T 3 9 9 0900 @ ) 9
33 3 Yy T 0 009 0 0 0
RENNES
4th Wing o .
9 18 16 2 0 3 B5elw3 1 2 32
95 - 18" . 18 c 0 2  G=0=5 0 1 22
96 “ 20" . 20 -0 0 1 _8=leb 0 7 10
Composite # 16 3 13 0 9 15H=L 0 0 Q
, 72 5 15 0 6 1 10 [
ENTILL

P Rt g



B = Wenther, reonll, or-enemy action,
+ =7 o/a of 92 Group and 1 o/c of 305th Group were YBLOs,
# = Composite Group composed of 4 o/o from the 94th, 2 from the 95th mnd 10 froam
the 96th Groups, S

PART I - lst Wing

T/ RGET s U-Boat Installations at St. Nazaire, .

BQBIG RESULTS: 140 B-17s dropped 277x2000 G.P. ot 1706=1711 hours fram
22,500~25,000 ftey with fair results, FPhotogrophs token during the attack

show bursts across the dock aren and shipping basinse Hits are seen necr both
inner and outer ends of the B, Lock, although no direct hit on the lock is seen,
One burst is noted immediately outside the U-boat Pens in the Basin de St.Nazoire,
#nd in the Bassin de Penhouet three bursts are very close to a floating dock
which at the time of the attock corried o smell vessel, Hits ore seen on the
workshops of the Chontiers ond Lteliers de Penhoust,

RE/SONS FOR FLILURE TO BOMB: 21 g/o failed to bomb, 20 because of mechonical
ond equipment foilures and 1 because of persomnel failure, 1 of the 8 YBLOs
toking part in the nission returned early becouso of mechanicnl fallure,

ENCOUNTERS: B/a opposition wos lighte Groups reported that 20-40 /o mostly
7 1908 with o few ME 1098 and 1 or 2 UE 1108 ond JU 88s begon attocks just
before the I,P, cnd continued over the torget and out to French Coast,  ittocks
wers from 3 to 6 ofclock from the nose, usunlly high or level, ond very few
were pressed home vigorously. E/o were observed following the formation and
in the main attacking oripples. . Two arews reported one aericl boamb wos dropped
1000 ydse beyond formotion. Varied markings of the e/a included yellow, red,
and white noses, fuselages of green=groy, blue, mottled canoufloge, solid brown,
vhite belly and ton top; black ond silver IE 109s; and blrck ond yellow striped
7 1903, Same F7 1908 hed white morking similor to those of P=L7s,

G.SUALTTIES;: ~ Porsonnel: 10 arew members were wounded ond 71 ore nissing, S

orew members from lost'o./ ¢ of 305th Group were picked up by .Lir Sec Roscus Es of
Stert Point,

Equipment: 8 B-17s were lost, & duec to flok, 1 to e/a, ond 1 for
reasons unknown, f '

BEstimoted Boettle Doamoge: 58 B=i7s = 4",

FIGHTER SUPPORT: 10 Spitfire and 3 P47 Squndrons furnished withdroral cover
from the vicinity of Guingomp to the English coasts Diversionory attocks were
nede on Coen 4/D by 11 Venturns supported by Spitfires and on Cherbourg-iloupertus
4/D by 1 Squodron of Typhoon bombers escoried by Typhoons,

ROUTE: Portlend Bill to 49"20'1\:6 0%C00*W; to Reden; to target; to 10 miles Ee
of Belle Isle; to Guingmup; to L9V00MN, 03020"-.7 ; ‘to Portlond Bill; %o bases,

TEATHER: At tokewoff thero was 3/ 10=5/10 cirrus at estimated height of 25,000~
26,000 £t4, with 2/10=4/10 cwmlus having 4,000 ft,- base and 6,000 £t tops,
Visibility was 4~5 miles in haze, Prom boses to English coast there was L/10~
7/10 voriable cirrus ot estimated 25,000-27,000 ft., with 3/10 altoowwlus and
oltostratus at estimnted 10,000=15,000 £t, ledium cloud decrensed to nil
aoross the Channel with high cloud remaining the same and no low cloud,
Visibility of 6~10 miles in S7 England improved to 15~20 miles over the Chonnel
and Frence, At the torget there wes 6/10 cirrus at estimated 27,000 i't., no
CONPIDENTIALL

et e S as s Mt et ww e ot v e
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UTIVE QRDER 12356, Section, 3.3,
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CONFIDENLI

.o of nedium cloud, and o downward visibility of 20 miles, Conditlons on the

‘route bock to the English coast werc the same os on the route in to target, with

bases on return having 5/10 cirrus, 4/10-6/10 cltoowrmlus and altostratms, and

no low cloud, Visibility wns 6 miles,  Persistent contrails were obscrved at

244000 £+, fron 100 miles Y. of boses to English const.on route out, Winds
were satisfactory, Tomporaturc over torget at 25,000 £t., was =24.°C.

OBSERV.TICNS: /An opparent Jxry Comp was secn at edge of woods near Ploommel,
Fronec, with on estimated 100 one-storey buildings of round roof construction.
Two large truck convoys of about 100 vehicles were seen headed SE between
Plocrnel and Redon, 4 conoentration of vehicles, barracks ond new ronds was
reported N/ of Redon at 47051'N = 02043tW, Ifilitary construction was roported
at Renoc, Franoe,ond other construction 1 mile N, of Ste. Nazairc, A large
foctory with many new buildings wos seon at 48°03'*N., 01%45'W, .in apparently
new 4/D reported 10 miles E, of Loricnt had two crossed uncomouflaoged runwoys.
En /D vios elso soon neor Collinee and Jugone [ B=17 was scen through binooular:
on L/D ot L7°47%, 02°52'W,, Just MW of ficlds SV of Remmes at 47957, 02022'W,
also scen through binoculars, worc ebout 200 berrocks buildings ond 8 Nissen hits.
. large rescrvolr wos obsorved ot 48°926'N, 02°51'W, Considorable construction
wes noted in shipyords south of Basin at St. Nezsire, 4 hegun (Flok) battery
was scen at Escoubloc and two L=pun botterics secn on W side of Guernsey Island,
The harbor at Pairbol contoined at lecast 1 lorge I/V and 6 to 8 smaller wessels.,
Two large M/V @een in Lorient herbor,  Eight M/V wore reported ot Etel, France,
which at 23,000 ft., appeared to be tronsportse Onc rcport stated that e/
attocked with air=to=-pir bombs (no results stated), ond one crew reported

sceing 6 red bolloons rising toward tho formation and exploding with o red flash
at cbout their oltitude. Smoke screen at target was ineffective, ond boats
appearcd to bo putting up snoke sereen south of targets Two rows of smoke pots
were seen around south sidce of Morbihan Baye.  Smioke screen at Lorient wers
reported as ineffective, cxocpt for one group which reported then ‘as offcaetive,

PART IT = 2nd Wing
T.RGET: U-Boat instellation at La Pallice,

BOMBING RESULTS: 34 Be24s of the 2nd Ving dropped 99x2000 GePs' in the barget
arcas  Strike photographs show bursts ncar a vessel in Dry Dock Noe 1ey On or
ncar the now lock under construction and on buildings and worchouses surrounding
the basin,  Scvercl hits can be seon in the irmediote arca of the ontronce
locks, FPhotogrophs cover only port of tht raid, However, the crows rcport all
bombs hits area closc around the basin and that torget pin point was well

oovercds : ’

.

RE.SONS FOR F..TIURE TO BAB: 3 B=24s returncd carly due to mechonical failurcs,
and 1 B=2L Jettisoned on approoch to target. i

FENCOUNTERS: 3 or 4 JU 88s worc obsorved over target orea., “one of which nade
scveral passes ot o B=24 out of formation,

C.SULLTIES: = Porsonnel: None -
Equipment: No Losses
Estimnted Battle Danage  None

FL/X:  Slight flok of poor accuracy was cncountered over the target arens No
other flak encountcered, ’

FPIGHTER SUPPORT: None furnished,
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